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THE  INVENTORS  OF  ASPIRIN  ARE 
ABOUT  TO  GIVE  HOUSEHOLD  CLEANE 
MANUFACTURERS  A  HEADACHE. 


It's  a  happy  coincidence  that  the  new  5* 
cleaning  range  from  Bayer  is  called  SOS. 

It  will  certainly  start  alarm  bells  ringing 
with  many  of  our  rivals.  SOS  products  are 
designed  for  people  who  have  better  things  to  do 
with  their  time  than  cleaning. 


market  that  cleans  effectively  with  nofum  | 
The  advertising  for  the  SOS  range  is; 
revolutionary  as  the  products. 
Without  giving  too  much  away,  you  wo 
see  any  SOS  commercials  with  two  housewivj 
in  a  kitchen  rapturously  discussing  the  virtues 
our  products.  And  we're  spending  a  tidy  si 
promoting  this  new  cleaning  range. 

Our  £3.5  million  launch  campaij 
includes  heavyweight  te I e vi s i < 
advertising  and  a  national  coupon  drti 
Contact  Bayer  UK  Limits 
Bayer  House,  Strawberry  h 
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Our  SOS  general  purpose  liquid  and 
spray  cleaners  have  a  remarkable  new  formulation 
that  will  knock        spots  off  most  cleaners  on 

the  market.  'N^/^^ 

They  clean  quickly  and 
effectively,  while  also  killing  germs. 

Bayer  scientists  developed  a  glass  cleaner 
formulation  that  was  also  clearly  superior. 


Newbury,  Berkshire  RGI3  I J  A, 

SOS  Glass  Works  contains  natural  (0635)  39000  for  more  details  of  the  SOS  ran 

vinegar.  It  ensures  totally  streak -free  glass  and  After  all,  when  we  invented  a  better  pain  killer, 

mirrors  with  a  minimum  of  elbow  grease.  A  fa.  became  world  famous.  Now  we've  mv 

Our  SOS  oven  pad  is  the  most 

powerful  you  can  buy.  yet  their'*,  m  expect  similar  results. 

MPK-.tm..}.  about  its  smell  B  NEXT  (JENERATIO 
It's  the  first  oven  cleaner  on  the 


ted  better  cleaning  products,  v 
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SOS  IS  A  REGISTERED  TRADE  MARK  OF  BAYER  AG 
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COMMENT 


Amid  all  the  hue  and  cry  over  nurses  —  or  rather  the 
popular  newspapers'  perception  of  nurses  —  going  on 
strike  in  protest  at  the  Government's  attitude  to  the  NHS, 
it  may  have  escaped  notice  that  one  group  of  NHS  staff  is 
still  fighting  for  last  year' s  pay  increase. 

The  problems  that  beset  hospital  pharmacy  have  been 
well  documented,  but  that  doesn't  mean  to  say  they  get  any 
easier.  The  staffing  problem  is  acute  —  the  Guild  of 
Hospital  Pharmacists  estimates  that  one  sixth  of  all  posts 
in  the  basic  and  staff  grades  are  currently  unfilled. 

The  Government's  own  internal  review  of  the  hospital 
service  is  thought  to  be  considering  the  future  of  hospital 
pharmacy  following  the  recommendations  of  the  Nuffield 
Report  and  should  be  completed  by  April.  But  that  future  is 
being  jeopardised  by  a  Government  which  is  quoting 
statistics  demonstrating  '  'the  NHS  is  safe  in  our  hands"  at 
every  Commons  opportunity. 

If,  as  staff  side  suggest  (p304),  the  management  side 
has  more  money  available,  one  has  to  wonder  at  their 
intransigence  in  the  face  of  overwhelming  support  from 
Guild  members  for  the  staff  side's  current  position.  The 
management  side  must  be  well  aware  of  the  problems  of 


recruitment  and  retention  facing  hospital  pharmacists,  so 
do  we  detect  an  iron  hand  further  up  the  DHSS  chain  of 
command  blocking  a  fair  settlement? 

The  latest  offer  represents  only  a  small  advance  on  the 
December  offer  (the  additional  3.1  per  cent  tied  to  a  new 
structure  is  now  available  from  December,  rather  than  the 
date  of  agreement).  The  Guild's  latest  proposal  offers  the 
management  side  an  "out"  by  rewarding  hospital 
pharmacists  for  their  expertise  (and  dedication)  while 
promising  progress  on  a  new  grading  structure  in  time  for 
the  1988  pay  package,  now  just  six  weeks  away.  Even  so, 
the  total  8.1  per  cent  deal  would  still  be  staged  and  worth 
less  than  the  "professions  allied  to  medicine"  received. 

With  the  increase  in  the  numbers  of  vacancies  in 
community  pharmacy  arrested  for  the  time  being  as  the 
new  contract  starts  to  take  effect,  what  better  time  to  sort 
out  the  problems  of  hospital  pharmacy  and  develop  a 
properly  remunerated  career  structure. 

After  all,  as  staff  side  secretary  Dr  David  Bird  said  last 
week,  hospital  pharmacists,  if  used  properly,  can  save 
money  through  the  rational  and  economic  use  of  drugs.  You 
have  to  speculate  to  accumulate. 
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NEWS 


Hospital  talks 
still  deadlocked 


After  ten  hours  of  talks  last 
Wednesday,  hospital  pharmacists 
still  have  no  pay  deal  for  1987-88. 
A  day  of  hard  bargaining  ended 
with  no  extra  money  on  the 
December  offer,  but  Guild 
negotiators  are  more  hopeful  of 
progress  at  their  next  meeting 
with  the  management  side,  on 
February  24. 

On  the  table  is  a  management 
side  offer  of  5  per  cent,  backdated 
to  April  1, 1987,  with  a  further  3.1 
3er  cent  now  backdated  to 
December  1  dependent  upon 
agreement  of  a  new  flexible 
grading  structure  by  June  1 . 

In  a  counter  proposal,  staff 
side  have  requested  payment  of 
the  3.1  per  cent  without  strings, 
but  have  suggested  that  a  new 
grading  structure  could  be 
negotiated  by  March  31 ,  with  the 
costs  of  assimilation  included  in 
the  1988-9  package,  due  on  April 
1 .  Staff  side  chairman  Bob  Timson 
says  this  is  a  "positive  way 
forward  and  proves  the  Guild's 
commitment  to  flexible  grading" . 

Speaking  on  February  11,  staff 
side  secretary  Dr  David  Bird  said 
that  the  5  per  cent  '  'going  rate ' ' 
offer  did  not  address  the  problems 
of  recruitment  and  retention.  The 


1  DHSS 


'  Ik** 


meeting  had  identified  that 
management  side  did  have  more 
money  to  offer,  but  for  that  to  be 
tied  to  another  agreement  was 
inadequate.  "Management  side 
welcomed  the  Guild  Paper  as  a 
positive  contribution." 

He  warned  that,  while  the 
Government  was  expected  to 
issue  a  statement  in  April  with  its 
views  on  the  future  of  clinical 


Spare  cash  for 
primary  care 


Despite  the  financial  constraints  of 
the  NHS  there  are  still  significant 
amounts  of  money  earmarked  for 
primary  care  "for  which  no  plans 
have  yet  been  made",  Mr  Tony 
Newton,  the  Health  Minister 
disclosed  last  week. 

He  stated  the  availability  of 
this  money  in  rejecting  further 
allegations  by  Opposition  MPs 
that  the  Health  and  Medicine  Bill 
introducing  charges  for  dental 
examinations  and  sight  tests 
represents  a  further  cut  in 
Government  expenditure. 

Mr  Newton  insisted  that  the 
Bill  was  part  of  a  programme  of 
increasing  expenditure  on  primary 
care  services  "in  a  way  that  we 
believe  will  strengthen  the 
presence  of  preventative 
medicine." 


With  the  budget  on  March  15 
increasing  pressure  is  being 
exerted  on  Mr  Nigel  Lawson,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequor,  to 
use  the  unexpected  high  excesses 
of  income  over  expenditure  to 
provide  an  immediate  capital 
injection  for  the  NHS. 

Mrs  Harriet  Harman, 
Labour's  Shadow  Health  Minister 
has  calculated  that  it  would  be 
possible  for  the  Chancellor  to 
allocate  and  additional  £1.5  billion 
to  the  health  service  and  still  cut  2 
pence  off  the  basic  rate  of  income 
tax. 

In  the  Commons  on  Tuesday 
MP's  rejected  by  a  majority  of  43 
(164-121)  an  attempt  to  introduce 
a  Private  Member's  Bill  providing 
for  a  National  lottery  to  raise  funds 
for  the  NHS. 


pharmacy  it  was  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  for  hospital 
pharmacists  working  in  those 
areas  to  be  in  a  position  to 
implement  changes  which  could 
mean  savings  in  the  drug  bill  or 
better  formularies. 

"Hospital  pharmacy  is  the 
area  where  you  can  spend  to 
save,"  Dr  Bird  said.  "But  the 
management,  and  presumably  the 
Government,  have  never  shown 
that  imagination  to  recruit  and 
then  invest." 

With  the  1988  deal  weeks 
away,  Guild  president  Bill 
Brookes  said  that  a  two  year  deal 
looks  more  likely.  "We  are 
certainly  prepared  to  go  down  that 
road,"  he  said.  Dr  Bird  says  the 
idea  has  been  "floated"  to  the 
management  side.  "We  believe  it 
would  create  a  suitable  framework 
for  our  proposals. ' '  Bob  Timson, 
points  out  that  staff  side  would  still 
be  determined  to  ensure  that  any 
two  year  deal  would  include  more 
than  5  per  cent  in  equivalent  terms 
for  1987-88. 

Guild  disagreement  also 
revolves  around  the  split  of  the 
extra  3.1  per  cent  offered  by 
management.  "Some  basic 
grades  and  staff  pharmacists,  the 
grades  where  we  have  the 
vacancies,  would  get  only  0.6  per 
cent  or  1.5  per  cent.  Higher 
grades  would  get  proportionately 
more.  Says  Bill  Brookes:  "We 
don't  disagree  with  the  top  grades 
being  paid  more,  but  we  want  a 
better  spread  at  the  lower  end. 

The  two  sides  are  also  still  a 
long  way  apart  on  flexible  grading. 

MSF  national  officer  John 
Chowcat,  does  not  rule  out 
industrial  action  in  the  future. 


Over  1,000 
accept  Opren 
offer 

By  Monday  this  week  1,320 
people  who  claimed  to  have 
suffered  side  effects  after  taking 
Opren  had  accepted 
compensation  terms  offered  by 
manufacturers  Eli  Lilly,  a 
spokesman  for  the  company's  UK 
subsidiary  told  C&D  this  week. 

The  number  of  acceptances 
includes  99  who  have  accepted 
subject  to  the  arbitration  scheme 
set  up  by  Mr  Justice  Hirst  in  the 
High  Court  (see  C&D  last  week). 

Twenty  eight  people  have 
rejected  the  offer  outright  and  are 
free  to  carry  on  with  litigation. 
And  six  claimants  have  not  been 
heard  from  yet. 

Those  who  have  accepted 
compensation  will  be  receiving  75 
per  cent  of  the  money  offered  with 
the  balance  to  be  paid  at  a  later 
date,  Lilly's  spokesman  said.  Lilly 
will  not  say  how  much  money  is 
being  offered.  Press  speculation 
has  put  the  total  at  around  £2 .3m . 

Results  of  a  Gallup  opinion  poll 
published  in  the  national  Press  last 
week  showed  that  of  just  over 
1,000  people  questioned  83  per 
cent  felt  Lilly's  offer  was  unfair 
and  93  per  cent  said  that 
Parliament  should  make  drug 
companies  contribute  to  a  special 
disaster  fund  for  drug  victims. 

There  are  also  fears  that  the 
solicitor's  bills  for  the  litigation 
could  be  so  high  in  some  cases  that 
claimants  might  get  nothing. 
□  Patients  who  claim  their  lives 
have  been  ruined  because  they 
are  addicted  to  tranquillisers  are 
beginning  to  band  together  to 
seek  advice  about  suing  doctors 
and  drug  companies,  according  to 
a  report  in  The  Observer,  last 
Sunday. 


Government 
indication 

New  regulations  on  misleading 
price  indications  are  planned  for 
introduction  on  September  1. 

Minister  for  Corporate  and 
Consumer  Affairs  Francis  Maude 
made  his  announcement  in 
Parliament  recently,  saying:  "We 
have  all  seen  —  and  sometimes 
been  misled  by  —  confusing 
displays  of  'not  to  be  missed' 
bargain  offers  or  meaningless 
price  comparisons,  which  a  small 
number  of  traders  continue  to 
use.  I  hope  the  new  regulations 
will  put  a  stop  to  this. ' '  They  will 
be  introduced  under  Part  111  of 
the  Consumer  Protection  Act. 
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PGC  says  'Don't  raise 
script  charges 


The  Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  in  Scotland  has  issued  a 
pre-budget  appeal  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  not 
to  raise  prescription  charges. 

Chairman  Ian  Mullen  says 
more  and  more  patients  are  taking 
only  some  of  the  items  on  a 
prescription  because  of  the  cost. 
'  'While  it  is  true  that  70  per  cent  of 
the  population  is  exempt  from 
charges  because  of  age,  they  are 
on  social  security  or  are 
chronically  sick,  the  low  income 
groups  are  badly  affected.  If 
patients  have  been  prescribed  two 


items,  some  tell  us  they  can't 
afford  £4.80  and  this  puts  the 
pharmacist  in  the  invidious 
position  of  advising  which  of  the 
prescribed  medicines  is  the  more 
effective,"  Mr  Mullen  said. 

He  also  urged  the  Chancellor 
not  to  reduce  the  number  of 
exempt  categories;  he  believes 
there  is  a  need  for  more. 

People  such  as  asthmatics  or 
those  suffering  from  cardiac 
conditions  on  long-term  therapy 
are  not  automatically  exempt 
though  prescription  costs  can  be 
substantial,  Mr  Mullen  says. 


Park's  poll  tax  protest 


A  second  pharmacist  has  taken  up 
the  protest  against  poll  tax. 
Scottish  pharmacist  Graeme  Park 
has  been  canvassing  local 
opposition  to  the  charge,  which  is 
already  law  North  of  the  border. 

Like  Ash  win  Tanna  (see  C&D 
Feb  6,  p204)  Mr  Park  feels  the  tax 
is  unfair  because  it  takes  no 
account  of  ability  to  pay,  and  is  also 
concerned  that  the  obligation  for 
all  adults  to  register  their  name 
and  address  is  a  threat  to  civil 
liberties.  Although  the  community 
charge  is  already  on  the  Statute 
Book  in  Scotland,  the  first 
payments  are  not  due  until  April 
1989,  and  Mr  Park  is  hopeful  that 
there  is  time  to  take  action: 
'  'From  what  the  Government  said 
at  the  second  reading  off  the  Bill 
for  England  and  Wales,  it  looks  as 
though  they  may  be  considering 
changes  to  make  the  charge 
fairer,  and,  in  any  case,  it's  fairly 
certain  to  get  a  rough  time  in  the 
Lords.  We're  determined  that  any 
changes  made  will  be  adopted  for 
Scotland  as  well;" 

Mr  Park's  views  have  been 
circulated  in  the  newsletter  of  the 
local  Liberal  party,  of  which  he  is 
a  member,  sent  to  1 ,450  homes. 
"I  have  had  a  number  of  phone 
calls  in  support  of  what  I  said  in  the 
newsletter,  and  I'm  going  to  be 
holding  two  surgeries  so  that  local 
people  can  come  and  find  out  what 
the  tax  is  going  to  mean  to  them 
personally,"  he  said.  "If  there  is 
sufficient  local  opposition  then,  I 
will  organise  a  petition  to  be 
presented  to  the  Government  or 
the  Scottish  Office". 

Mr  Park  said  he  hopes  that 
other  pharmacists  around  the 
country  will  join  the  protest:  "I 
personally  will  be  considerably 
better  off  under  the  poll  tax,  but  a 
great  many  of  my  customers  will 
be  paying  a  lot  more,  and  they're 
not  necessarily  people  who  can 
afford  it.  I  think  many  other 


pharmacists  will  be  in  the  same 
position  as  myself,  we  earn  a 
decent  wage,  and  we're  likely  to 
be  better  off.  But  I  hope  they  will 
look  around  at  their  customers 
and  see  how  unfair  it  is. " 
□  On  Tuesday,  The  Guardian 
reported  that  electoral  lists  in 
Glasgow  are  11,500  names 
shorter  than  last  year.  The  paper 
suggests  people  are  deliberately 
disenfranchising  themselves  to 
avoid  the  poll  tax. 


Antibiotics 
OTC  in  US 

The  US  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  has  approved  five 
antibiotics  for  OTC  sale  as  first  aid 
products. 

Final  monographs  specifying 
the  drugs  and  indications  for  OTC 


Junior  Health  Minister  Edivina  Currie  opening  the  College  of 
Pharmacy  Practice's  Lambeth  headquarters,  Bell  House,  on 
Wednesday,  is  pictured  with  CPP  chairman  John  Balmford.  Mrs 
Currie  said  Government  saw  the  pharmacists '  role  as  more  and  more 
important.  'You  are  a  most  accurate  judge  of  the  mood  and  health 
needs  of  the  public ' 


use  have  been  published  by  the 
FDA  one  month  ahead  of 
schedule,  according  to  the 
Proprietary  Association  of  Great 
Britain's  Bulletin. 

Drugs  approved  are: 
bacitracin  500  units/g,  bacitracin 
zinc  500  units/g,  chlortetracycline 
hydrochloride  30mg/g,  neomycin 
sulphate  3.5mg/g  and  tetracycline 
hydrochloride  30mg/g. 
Combinations  and  the  addition  of 
local  anaesthetics  are  also 
permitted. 

Indications  for  topical  first  aid 
antibiotics  are:  first  aid  to  help 
prevent,  decrease,  reduce,  guard 
against,  or  protect  against 
infection  or  bacterial 
contamination  in  minor  cuts, 
scrapes  and  burns. 

PAGB  Bulletin  says  that  the 
FDA  appears  to  be  devoting 
additional  resources  to  the  review 
work  as  final  monographs  have 
also  been  published  for 
antiemetics,  antihistamines, 
antitussives,  bronchodilators, 
com  and  callus  remover,  laxatives 
and  wart  remover. 


On  course.. 

Community  pharmacists  wanting 
to  study  for  a  diploma  in  clinical 
pharamcy  can  now  seek  a 
scholarship  from  The  Winthrop 
Foundation. 

For  an  initial  period  of  three 
years  they  will  offer  an  award  of 
£1,500  to  support  locum 
expenses,  course  fees  and  other 
study  costs  on  the  one-day-a- 
week  course  which  was 
established  last  year  by  the 
University  of  Newcastle  and 
Sunderland  Polytechnic. 

There  is  one  community 
pharamcist  and  11  hospital 
pharmacists  on  the  course  this 
year.  Peter  Hopley,  Newcastle 
Health  Authority's  DPIO  said: 
"It  is  difficult  for  community 
pharmacists  to  arrange  to  take  the 
course  because  of  the  expense  in 
having  to  provide  locums  in  the 
pharmacy.  This  scholarship  will  be 
valuable  in  helping  them  in  their 
new  extended  role." 


Spread  the  word 


A  £20,000  government  grant  is  to 
be  used  in  the  Yorkshire  and 
Humberside  area  to  help 
community  pharmacists  improve 
their  communication  skills. 

The  money  has  come  from  the 
government's  PICKUP 
(Professional,  Industrial, 
Commercial  Updating)  initiative 
and  is  thought  to  be  the  first  grant 
of  its  kind  for  community 
pharmacy  practice. 

The  money  is  being  used  to 
fund  a  one  year  project  being  run 
by  Dr  Greg  Lodge,  project  co- 
ordinator, from  the  College  of 
Ripon  &  York  St  John,  in  Ripon. 
Dr  Lodge  told  C&D  that  the  aim 


of  the  project  will  be  to  identify 
training  needs  of  local  community 
pharmacists  and  to  pilot  some 
training  schemes. 

The  project  work  is  to  be  done 
by  a  group  including  people  from 
the  College  of  Ripon  &  York  St 
John,  which  has  already  been 
involved  in  designing  training 
packages  for  GPs  and  practice 
nurses.  Others  working  on  the 
project  include  a  district  manager 
from  Boots,  Ailsa  Benson  the 
NPA's  training  officer, 
representatives  from  the  school  of 
pharmacy  at  Bradford  University 
and  local  community  pharmacists. 

The  first  contact  pharmacists 


in  Yorkshire  and  Humberside  are 
likely  to  have  with  the  project  will 
be  via  a  questionnaire  which  is  to 
be  sent  to  them. 

The  responses  to  the 
questionnaire  will  then  be 
analysed  along  with  other 
information  to  give  some  idea  of 
training  needs.  Pilot  training 
schemes  will  then  be  formulated, 
probably  in  the  Summer,  and 
offered  to  groups  of  pharmacists, 
Dr  Lodge  said. 

If  things  go  well  the  project 
may  lead  to  formalised  training 
schemes  being  set  up  and  offered 
to  pharmacists  locally  and  perhaps 
to  those  in  others  parts  of  Britain. 
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IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


When  you  receive  a  prescription  for  hepatitis  B  vaccine,  you  can 
dispense  either  'Engerix  B',  the  new  genetically  engineered 
vaccine  from  Smith  Kline  &  French  Laboratories  Limited,  or  the 
older  plasma-derived  vaccine. 

4 Engerix  B'  is  produced  in  yeast  cells  and  has  a  high  level  of 
purity.  It  does  not  rely  on  hepatitis  B  carrier  donor  blood  for 
its  production. 

The  introduction  of  'Engerix  B'  has  resulted  in  the  cost  of 
hepatitis  B  vaccination  being  reduced  by  half. 

So  choose  to  dispense  'Engerix  B'  when  hepatitis  B  vaccine  is 
prescribed  generically.  It  is  available  from  your  wholesalers  at 
£31.50  for  the  3-dose  pack. 


GENETICALLY    ENGINEERED    HEPATITIS    B    VACCINE    (  R  8  Y  ) 


A    NEW    GENERATION    OF  PROTECTION 


'ENGERIX  B'  hepatitis  B  vaccine  (rby) 

PRESCRIBING  INFORMATION  Presentation.  Each  I  ml  dose  of  Engerix 
B',  PL0002/0I60,  contains  20  micrograms  of  hepatitis  B  surface  antigen  protein. 
Pack  of  3  vials,  each  containing  20  micrograms,  £31.50;  pack  of  10  vials.  £105  00 
Uses.  Active  immunization  against  infections  caused  by  hepatitis  B  virus 
Dosage  and  administration.  For  intramuscular  use  only.  To  be  shaken  well 
before  use  Three  doses  should  be  given,  the  second  one  month  and  the  third  six 
months  after  the  initial  dose  For  more  rapid  immunization  the  third  dose  can  be 
given  two  months  after  the  initial  dose  For  more  rapid  immunization  the  third  dose 
can  be  given  two  months  after  the  initial  dose  with  a  booster  at  I  2  months 
Adults  and  children  aged  3  years  and  over  20  micrograms  ( I  ml)  given  intramuscularly 
in  the  deltoid  region  or  the  antero-lateral  aspect  of  the  thigh 
Contra-indications.  Hypersensitivity  to  any  component  of  the  vaccine  Severe 
febrile  infections 

Precautions.  Response  may  be  impaired  in  renal  dialysis  patients  or  those  who 
are  immunocompromised  Adrenaline  I  1 000  should  be  available  in  case  of 
anaphylaxis.  Use  in  pregnancy:  see  Data  Sheet 


Adverse  reactions.  Mild  transient  local  soreness,  erythema  and  induration  at  the 
m|ection  site  Occasionally  low  grade  fever,  malaise,  fatigue,  headache,  nausea  and 
dizziness 

Legal  category.  POM 

17.6.87. 


SK&F 


Smith  Kline  firFrench  Laboratories  Limited 

A  SMITHK  LINE  BECKMAN  COMPANY 

Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hertfordshire  AL7  IEY 


H987  Smith  Kline  &  French  Laboratories  Limited  'Engerix  B'  is  a  trade  mark  EB.ADIf 


NEWS 


'Supplements  for  all 
babies7  says  COMA 


A  Government  report  published 
last  week  recommends  that  all 
babies  aged  six  months  to  at  least 
two  years  should  be  given  vitamin 
supplements.  The  DHSS 
Committee  on  Medical  Aspects  of 
Food  Policy  report  reaffirms 
support  for  breastfeeding  but 
steers  clear  of  further  restrictions 
on  infant  formula  manufacturers 
wanted  by  the  breastfeeding 
lobby. 

Vitamin  supplementation  from 
six  months  to  two  years  and 
preferably  five  years  is 
recommended,  and  the 
committee  says  it  supports  the 
practice  of  supplementing  from  as 
early  as  one  month,  though  it 
points  out  that  healthy  infants  born 
near  term  who  are  breastfed  or 
fed  infant  formulas  are  unlikely  to 
become  vitamin  depleted. 

The  report,  prepared  by  a 
COMA  working  party,  says 
'  'breastfeeding  provides  the  best 
infant  nutrition,  is  preferable  to 
feeding  with  infant  formulas  and 
should  be  encouraged."  The 
committee  recommends  that  all 
parents  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  discuss 
breastfeeding  with  a  counsellor 
during  the  antenatal  period. 
Further  measures  to  help 
initiation  of  breastfeeding  should 
be  encouraged,  including  putting 
the  baby  to  the  breast  soon  after 
birth,  on-demand  feeding  by 
babies  "roomed  in"  with  mothers 
and  avoidance  of  complementary 
bottle  feeds. 

"Free  samples  should  not 
be  given" 

The  committee  accepts  that  some 
mothers  will  choose  to  give  infant 
formula  feeds  from  birth  and 
recommends  that  parents  receive 
advice  about  their  preparation, 
preferably  by  demonstration  and 
instruction.  But  it  says  that  free 
samples  of  infant  formula  should 
not  be  given  to  mothers. 

The  committee  acknowledges 
the  Food  Manufacturers 
Federation  Code  of  Practice  for 
the  Marketing  of  Infant  Formulae 
in  the  UK  (FMF  Code),  and  says 
that  DHSS  guidance  should  be 
updated  and  reissued. 

"We  are  not  satisfied  that 
health  authorities  have  taken 
adequate  steps  to  inform 
managers  and  health  professionals 
about  the  FMF  Code  and  the 
arrangements  made  to  ensure 
that  it  is  implemented,"  the 
report  says.  But  it  draws  back 
from  adopting  the  more  stringent 
measures  of  the  World  Health 


Organisation  International  Code  of 
Marketing  of  Breast  Milk 
Substitutes. 

On  weaning,  the  committee 
says  very  few  infants  will  require 
solid  foods  before  the  age  of  three 
months,  but  the  majority  should 
be  offered  a  mixed  diet  not  later 
than  six  months,  with 
breastfeeding  or  feeding  with 
formula  milks  continued  to  at  least 
the  end  of  the  first  year. 

Cows  milk  or  "follow  on" 
milks  can  be  used  after  six 
months,  with  follow-on  milks 
given  preference  as  a  more 
reliable  source  of  vitamin  D. 
Skimmed  milk  should  not  be  given 
to  children  under  five,  and  semi- 
skimmed  to  children  under  two, 
the  committee  says. 

The  committee  also  suggests 
that  the  diets  of  pre-school 
children  are  surveyed  to  provide 
quantitative  analyses  of  the 
nutrients  consumed  by  children 
aged  two  to  five  years. 

On  fat,  the  committee  says: 
"Deliberate  restriction  of  total  fat 
and  saturated  fatty  acids  by 
changing  from  whole  milk, 
yoghurt,  butter  and  cheese  to 
lower  fat  varieties  must,  unless 
compensated  for,  result  in 
reductions  in  energy  and  nutrient 
intake  with  potentially  adverse 
effects  on  growth  and 
development." 

Regulation  of  sugar  intake  is 
desirable  to  reduce  the  risk  of 
dental  caries  and  possibly  obesity, 
the  committee  says,  although  the 
replacement  of  sugar  with  artificial 
sweeteners  may  minimise 
adverse  effects  but  may  reinforce 
the  liking  for  sweet  foods. 
'  'Artificial  sweeteners  in  current 
use  have  been  approved  as  safe. 
Even  so,  we  endorse  the  principle 
that  foods  intended  for  infants  and 
young  children  should  contain  only 
those  additives  which  can,  on  the 
most  stringent  criteria,  be  shown 
to  be  essential  on  technological 
grounds,"  the  report  concludes. 


Areas  of  potential  co-operation  in  education  were  discussed  by  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
recently  at  Mallinson  House.  Pictured  here,  Barbara  Stewart  (right) 
head  of  the  Society's  education  division,  and  education  officer  Dr 
Robert  Dewdney  discuss  with  NPA  training  officer  Ailsa  Benson  the 
facilities  available  to  members 


Women  low 
risk  for  AIDS 


Women  are  at  low  risk  of 
becoming  infected  by  HIV, 
according  to  a  study  in  London. 

Tests  for  HIV  antibodies  in 
1,115  women  attending  a  genito- 
urinary clinic  at  West  London 
Hospital  during  the  first  half  of  last 
year  revealed  only  three 
positives.  All  were  regular 
partners  of  men  with  high  risk 
lifestyles  —  two  intravenous  drug 
abusers  and  one  bisexual.  Fifty 
women  had  had  between  six  and 
10  partners  the  previous  year  and 
five  had  had  more  than  10.  More 
than  half  the  424  women  who 
reported  they  had  non-regular 
partners  never  used  a  condom. 
The  study  is  reported  in  last 
week's  British  Medical  Journal. 

Latest  Department  of  Health 
figures  show  that  41  women  in  the 
UK  have  contracted  AIDS, 
compared  with  1 ,242  men.  Eleven 
of  the  women  were  believed  to 
have  been  infected  abroad,  eight 
were  children  of  HIV  positive 
mothers,  seven  had  received 
blood  abroad  and  five  were 


intravenous  drug  abusers.  A  total 
of  720  AIDS  victims  have  died. 

The  World  Health 
Organisation  is  looking  at 
programmes  to  increase  the 
availability  of  sterile  syringes  and 
needles  as  part  of  its  strategy  in 
preventing  HIV  transmission 
among  drug  users,  who  are 
associated  with  20-25  per  cent  of 
AIDS  cases  in  the  USA  and 
Europe. 

■  The  European  market  for 
AIDS  products  was  worth  £250 
million  in  1987  and  is  expected  to 
double  by  1991,  according  to  an 
Innovex  report.  The  figure 
includes  Retrovir  used  in 
treatment,  condoms,  latex 
examination  gloves  and 
diagnostics  such  as  blood 
screening  tests  in  the  UK,  West 
Germany,  France,  Italy,  Spain, 
Belgium  and  the  Netherlands. 
"The  European  AIDS  Product 
Market"  (£1,449)  is  available 
from  Innovex  Market  Reports,  47 
Bell  Street,  Henley-on-Thames 
RG9  2BA. 


No  let  up  in  solvent  abuse  deaths 


Two  young  people  on  average 
continue  to  die  each  week  from 
solvent  abuse  and  many  more  are 
injured,  according  to  figures  from 
St  George's  Hospital  Medical 
School,  London.  "Sniffing"  killed 
93  people  in  1986  and  the  hospital 
says  that,  based  on  notifications  so 
far,  there  have  been  more  deaths 
in  1987  than  in  1986. 

The  deaths  involved  27 
different  categories  of  products, 


the  majority  of  which  are 
household  ones  and  all  perfectly 
safe  in  normal  use.  They  include, 
gas  lighter  fuel,  aerosols,  glues 
and  typewriter  correcting  fluid. 

Barrie  Liss,  director  of 
Re-Solv,  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Solvent  Abuse, 
says  little  money  has  been 
allocated  by  Government  to  the 
problem.  Re-Solv  have  produced 
a  series  of  videos  including  one  to 


help  in  the  training  of  retail  staff  in 
the  need  for  care  in  sales  of 
"sniffable"  products  to  young 
people,  reminding  them  too  of  the 
law. 

The  production  of  another 
video  to  help  parents,  "Solvent 
Abuse  —  What  Every  Parent 
Should  Know",  is  being  made 
currently  for  Re-Solv  by  the  Royal 
Society  of  Medicine.  Details  from 
Barrie  Liss  (tel:  0785  817885). 
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NAPDto 
consider  7 
day  return 

The  National  Association  of 
Pharmaceutical  Distributors  is  to 
consider  the  NPA's  request  that 
the  time  in  which  pharmacists  can 
return  stock  be  increased  from 
three  to  seven  working  days. 

A  decision  is  likely  to  be  made 
at  the  next  NAPD  council  meeting 
on  March  14.  However,  since  the 
Department  of  Health  was  also 
involved  in  drawing  up  the 
recently  introduced  returned 
goods  policy,  its  approval  may  also 
be  needed. 

NAPD  director  Ossie  Logan 
said  the  NPA  had  made  a 
reasonable  request. 

Missing  out 
on  the  ZDs? 

A  random  poll  of  Liverpool 
pharmacists  by  LPC  secretary 
Jeremy  Clitherow  found  only  one 
contractor  endorsing  scripts 
" ZD  "  when  appropriate . 

All  Controlled  Drugs  should  be 
endorsed  "ZD"  and  failure  to  do 
so  represents  an  average  8  per 
cent  donation  to  the  DHSS,  he 
suggests  —  £4.57  on  a  script  for 
60  MST  tablets  lOOmg. 

The  Prescription  Pricing 
Authority  does  not  monitor  levels 
of  unendorsed  scripts  and  says  it 
is  not  feasible  to  do  so.  Nor  does 
the  PSNC's  prescription  research 
centre,  although  assistant 
secretary  Dr  Gordon  Geddes  said 
PSNC  wanted  to  get  the  "ZD" 
list  in  the  Drug  Tariff  extended. 

C&D  Prices 

The  retail  prices  relating  to 
Yardley  cosmetics,  men's 
toiletries  and  Jovan  products 
which  appeared  in  the  February  6 
Price  List  Supplement  were  shown 
exclusive  of  VAT  after  the 
company  inadvertently  supplied 
us  with  a  Channel  Island  price  list. 
We  apologise  for  any 
inconvenience. 

leartssreen  is  a  screening  service 
designed  to  detect  heart  disease . 
The  programme  (£340)  includes 
medical  interview,  physical 
examination,  laboratory  tests  and 
electrocardiograms,  followed  by 
ultrasound  imaging  or 
radioisotope  heartscan  if  any 
irregularities  come  to  light. 
Heartscreen  is  available  at  8 
Devonshire  Place,  London  Wl,  or 
in  Romford,  Essex. 


TOPICAI.  REFLECTIONS 


A  Unichem 
analysis 


I  have  not  commented  on 
the  proposal  for  Unichem  to 
go  public  at  length  yet.  But 
I  have  received  an 
interesting  analysis  from  a 
member  in  the  South  which 
I  think  is  worth  quoting :- 

"The  proposal  is  to 
change  the  status  of 
Unichem  from  a  profit 
sharing  co-operative  into  a/^__ 
public  limited  company, 
ostensibly  to  give  members 
a  share  in  the  appreciated 
capital  value  of  the 
company.  There  is  disquiet. 
The  whole  idea  of  a  co- 
operatively owned  whole- 
saler is  to  ensure  the 
maximum  distribution  of 
profits  to  members  in 
proportion  to  their  purchases  from  it.  How 
much,  or  how  little  is  a  matter  of  choice. 
It  is  fundamental  that  policy  and 
management  should  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  members.  A  major  objection  to  going 
public  is  that  shares  issued  would  have  to 
reflect  profits  in  the  form  of  dividends  if 
those  shares  were  to  retain  any  value, 
other  than  to  potential  asset  strippers.  But 
in  order  to  realise  the  tangible  appreciation 
of  assets,  the  shares  have  to  be  sold,  thus 
passing  control  to  new  buyers,  and  out  of 
the  hands  of  users,  who  could  then  hardly 
expect  to  see  as  good  terms  as  they  had  a 
right  to  before.  Unichem  would  have  to 
trade  on  equal  terms  like  any  other 
wholesaler,  a  proposition  I  do  not  think 
middle  management  should  take  too 
lightly,  since  membership  is  not  solely  a 
matter  of  money,  but  entails  feelings  and 
sentiment." 

In  a  cold  blooded  analysis  the  writer 
concluded  he  should  take  up  the  offer,  get 
as  many  shares  as  he  could,  and  then  sell 
to  maximise  his  gain,  since  there  was  no 
longer  any  point  in  the  Unichem 
philosophy.  In  the  meantime  he  would 
accept  the  pressure  from  the  company  as 
a  necessary  evil  for  the  monetary  gain.  He 
thought  it  would  follow  that  the  way  the 
deal  was  structured  meant  there  would  be 
an  artificial  boost  to  Unichem  turnover  for 
the  next  three  years,  but  once  the  share 


deal  carrot  was  eaten  it  was 
more  than  possible  for 
members  no  longer  to  feel 
the  ties  of  mutuality  to 
support  a  management 
which  long  ago  appeared  to 
be  out  of  the  control  of  its 
members.  A  management 
which  in  its  manipulation  of 
profit  distribution  was 
directly  laying  inhibitions  on 
the  freedom  of  individual 
members  to  run  their 
businesses  as  they  saw  fit. 

Every  member  of 
Unichem  has  to  be  grateful 
that  a  once  ailing  co-op  is 
now  a  superb  success 
story.  But  why  transform  it 
into  a  public  limited 
company?  The  firm  is 
working  well  for  its 
members  and  doing  what  it 
was  set  up  to  do.  It  is  a  pity 
to  see  the  end  of  a  fine  idea 
aimed  to  secure  the  future 
of  independent  pharmacy.  The  board 
should  resist  the  temptation  to  go  public. 
I  believe  they  would  have  the  support  of 
the  bulk  of  the  members.  Carrots,  golden 
or  otherwise  are  for  asses. 

Plumb  right 

I  was  pretty  choked  to  find  the  Editor 
going  along  with  the  idea  of  a  relaxation  of 
supervision,  which  I  now  understand  is 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
thinking  too.  How  relieved,  then,  I  was  to 
read  the  letter  last  week  from  David 
Plumb,  PSNC  representative  for  the 
Wessex  area,  bringing  his  findings  from 
the  pharmacists  he  represents.  He  quotes 
the  same  reasons  for  maintaining  the 
discipline  we  work  under,  as  any 
community  pharmacist  gives.  There  is  an 
absolute  need  for  the  pharmacist  to  be 
available  while  the  shop  is  open,  if  he  is  to 
fulfill  his  obligations  to  the  public  properly. 
If  he  is  to  develop  the  role  further  then  it 
is  within  the  site  that  it  should  take  place. 
The  only  way  to  support  activities  outside 
the  pharmacy  is  for  more  than  one 
pharmacist  to  be  available  so  as  to  cover 
the  work.  It  is  our  positive  full  time  input 
which  distinguishes  pharmacy  from  other 
professions.  And  if  we  are  not  in  our 
pharmacies  giving  it  then  they  will  be  no 
different  from  any  other  retail  outlet. 
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WE 
SOFTENED 

THE 
MARKET. 

NOW 
\wE  RE 
ABOUT  TO 

OMAN 
UP. 


Like  most  success  stories,  the 
Benckiser  story  is  a  simple  one. 

Three  years  ago 
we  arrived  in  the 
U.K.  market  with  1L 
Calgon,  followed  '  ^J^^^"* 
in  quick  succession 
by  Scale  Away  and  Micromet. 

Now  Caigon's  the 
No.  1  fighter  against 
limescale  in  washing 
machines.  Scale  Away 
is  the  No.  1  powder  descaler. 
And  Micromet  is  the 
No.  1  domestic  water 


system  protector. 

So  after  'three  in  a 
row  came  the  bonus. 
We  bought  the  Ecolab  Consumer 
Division  worldwide. 

And  acquired 
Finish,  the  No.  1 
dishwasher  product  % 
range,  Vanish,  the  No.  1 
stain  remover  and  Impact  (well 
on  the  way  to  be- 
coming the  No.  1 
bathroom  cleaner) .  Y^r^" 

At  the  last  count/1-' 
that's  at  least  five  brand  leaders 
under  the  one  roof.  And 
from  February  1988  a 
new  roof  at  that: 

Benckiser  Limited, 
Electra  House,  Farnsby 
Street,  Swindon,  Wilts 
SN1  5 AH.  Telephone:  0793  612422. 

BENCKISER 
LIMITED 
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NIELSEN  STATISTICS 


Toiletry  sales  drift  to 
drug  store  continues 


Chemists  are  still  struggling  to 
match  the  performance  of  drug 
stores,  according  to  the  latest 
Nielsen  statistics  for  1987,  which 
show  that  toiletry  sales  in 
particular,  have  continued  to  drift 
away  to  the  drug  store  and  grocer. 

Nielsen  monitor  a  "basket' '  of 
41  product  groups  in  the  UK 
health  and  beauty  market  for 
chemists  and  drug  stores 
(excluding  Boots  the  Chemist) 
and  1987  figures  show  pharmacy 
sterling  sales  up  by  7  per  cent  on 
1986,  compared  with  8  per  cent 
for  the  combined  market.  For 
toiletries  the  picture  is  bleaker, 
with  pharmacy  sales  up  just  4  per 
cent  against  an  average  chemist 
and  drug  store  increase  of  8  per 
cent  for  1987  on  1986,  with  drug 
stores  putting  on  12-13  per  cent 
by  value  —  grocers  doing  even 
better  with  1987  sales  up  13  pc. 

Chemists  fared  better  in  the 
haircare,  deodorant,  toothpaste 
and  bath  preparation  sectors. 
Deodorants  were  up  12  per  cent 
year  on  year  in  chemists,  and 
shower  products  14  per  cent 
(grocers  19  and  30  per  cent, 
respectively).  But  grocers  still 
outperform  drug  stores  in 
toiletries,  and  did  well  with  hair 
products  in  late  1987. 

However,  in  the  baby  market 
chemist  sales  increases  matched 
drug  stores  year  on  year  at  4  per 
cent  growth  and  were  ahead  in  the 
medicines  sector  with  a  10  per 
cent  sterling  increase  (combined  9 
per  cent).  Nielsen  conclude 
pharmacies  are  currently 
stemming  the  five  to  ten  year  drift 
of  GSL  medicine  business  to  the 
High  Street.  Chemist  sales  for 
November/December  and 
July/August  were  bouyant,  up  15 
per  cent  on  the  same  1986 
periods,  with  analgesics  and  cough 
and  cold  remedies  the  star 
performers  —  decongestants  and 
vapour  rubs  were  27  per  cent  up. 
Indigestion  and  anti-diarrhoeals 
were  steady. 

Condoms  showed  the  most 
consistent  growth,  21  per  cent  up 
by  volume.  The  chemist's 
professional  image  has  meant  he 
has  been  able  to  capitalise  on  the 
AIDS  condom  boom,  but  new 
users  are  said  to  be  looking  to  the 
first-time  High  Street  stockists. 

Down-stocking  has  continued 
with  stock  increases  for  chemist 
and  drug  stores  failing  to  match 
sales.  Nielsen  say  pharmacists  did 
not  increase  stock  to  cope  with 
the  end  of  year  medicine  boom . 
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EXCLUSIVELY  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  PHARMACIES 


NO  MATCH 


STOPPERS 


TOBACCO  SUBSTITUTE  LOZENGES 


CONTENTS  30  LOZENGES 


(And  a  definite 
flair  for  sales) 


There  are  around  9  million  opportunities  to  sell  Smokers 
Stoppers  on  March  9th  (National  No  Smoking  Day). 

(^)  And  another  9  million  opportunities  on  March  15th  (Budget 
Day  -  Subject  to  N.  Lawson!) 

(^)  Followed  by  another  9  million  opportunities  on  April  7th 
(World  No  Smoking  Day). 

That's  because  each  year  there  are  around  9  million  smokers 
in  Britain  who  want  to  give  up  smoking.  You  can  help  them  by 
recommending  Smokers  Stoppers  from  Leo  Laboratories. 

(f£)  So  we're  significantly  upweighting  our  £300,000  campaign 
to  maximize  impulse  purchasing  around  these  key  times. 

^)  Remember  we're  the  only  anti-smoking  aid  available  O.T.C. 
containing  purified  tobacco  extract  being  nationally 
advertised. 

Nothing  can  match  the  potential  of  Stoppers*  So  make  sure 
you  benefit  from  the  increased  demand  from  new  abstainers,  and 
order  extra  stocks  of  Smokers  Stoppers  now. 


Trademark  of 

ie  Stoppers  Co  Ltd 


RECOMMEND  SMOKERS  STOPPERS. 
YOU'LL  BE  GIVING  GOOD  ADVICE. 


Contact  your  Leo  Representative  or  the  Order  Department  on  08444  7333. 


The  quality 
generic 
range 


A  new 


high  quality  generic 

LOPERAMIDE 

Now  available 
2  mg  capsules  in  blister  packs  of  30 
(capsule  colour  -  dark  green/grey) 


Special  introductory  offer 
available  for  this  new  generic. 
For  full  details  contact 
your  local  representative. 


Cox  Pharmaceuticals,  AH  Cox  &  Co  Ltd, 
Whiddon  Valley  Barnstaple,  Devon  EX32  8NS. 


Loperamide  -  a  product  of  Generics  (UK)  Ltd. 


Dial  free  on  the  Cox  Link  0800  373  573 


SCRPT  SPECIAL 


Elantan  LA50 

Manufacturers  Schwarz 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Schwarz 
House,  East  Street,  Chesham, 
Bucks  HP5  IDG 
Description  Pink/dark  pink, 
opaque  gelatin  capsules  containing 
50mg  isosorbide  mononitrate. 
Each  capsule  contains  white 
micropellets  formulated  to  release 
30  per  cent  of  the  dose  initially  and 
the  remaining  70  per  cent  as  a 
maintenance  dose 
Use  Prophylaxis  of  angina 
pectoris 

Dosage  Adults:  One  capsule 
swallowed  whole  in  the  morning. 
Elderly:  There  is  no  evidence  that 
dose  adjustment  is  necessary. 
Children:  Safety  and  efficacy  yet 
to  be  established 
Contraindications,  warnings, 
etc  Should  not  be  used  in  cases  of 
acute  myocardial  infarction  with 
low  filling  pressures,  acute 
circulatory  failure  or  very  low 
blood  pressure.  Should  not  be 
given  to  patients  with  sensitivity 
to  nitrates,  marked  anaemia,  head 
trauma,  cerebral  haemorrhage, 
severe  hypotension  or 
hypovolaemia.  Headache  may 
occur  at  the  start  of  treatment  but 
usually  disappears  after  a  few 
days.  Some  effects  of  alcohol  and 
hypotensive  agents  may  be 
potentiated.  Use  with  caution  in 
patients  pre-disposed  to  closed 
angle  glaucoma  or  those  with 
hypothyroidism,  hypothermia, 
malnutrition,  severe  renal  or 
severe  liver  disease.  It  is  not 
advisable  to  use  the  drug  during 
pregnancy  or  lactation 
Supply  restrictions 
Prescription  only 
Packs  Blister  packed  in  cartons 
of  30  capsules  (£12.19  trade) 
Product  Licence  number 
4438/0015 

Issued  February  1988 


Spray  for 
bedwetting 

Ferring  Pharmaceuticals  desmo- 
pressin nasal  spray  Desmospray 
is  now  indicated  for  the  treatment 
of  primary  nocturnal  enuresis. 

The  company  says  that  recent 
studies  have  indicated  that  the 


abnormally  high  volume  of  urine 
produced  by  bedwetting  children 
may  be  due  to  inadequate  levels  of 
antidiuretic  hormone. 

Desmospray  is  said  to  correct 
this  overnight  polyuria  by 
supplementing  the  child's  own 
antidiuretic  hormone  with 
desmopressin,  the  synthetic 
analogue  of  vasopressin.  Ferring 
say  that  Desmospray  can  be  used 
as  a  short-term  treatment 
enabling  children  to  go  on  school 
trips  or  on  holiday  with  friends,  as 
well  as  assisting  in  the  overall 
management  of  the  condition. 

One  spray  in  each  nostril  (20 
micrograms)  is  usually  sufficient. 
Ferring  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel: 
01-8988396. 


Generic 
loperamide 

Generics  (UK)  have  introduced 
loperamide  hydrochloride 
capsules  2mg. 

The  capsules  are  green  and 
dark  grey  and  come  in  blistered 
strips  of  10  in  packs  of  30  (£3.35 
trade).  The  foil  backing  on  the 
pack  strips  is  marked  "loperamide 
capsules  2mg". 

Introductory  offers  are 
available  from  distributors  Cox 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Tel:  0271 
75001. 


Emla  Drug 
Tariff 

Astra  have  launched  Emla  Drug 
Tariff  which,  unlike  the  hospital 
pack,  does  not  include  dressings 
and  is  available  on  FP10. 

Emla  topical  anaesthetic 
cream  was  originally  launched  in 
packs  containing  ten  5g  tubes  of 
cream  and  25  occlusive  dressings. 
But  because  the  dressings  do  not 
conform  to  Drug  Tariff  the  pack  is 
not  prescribable,  hence  the  new 
pack  which  contains  ten  5g  tubes 
of  the  Prescription  only  cream 
(£17  trade). 

Each  gram  of  Emla  cream 
contains  lignocaine  base  25mg  and 
prilocaine  base  25mg.   It  is 


intended  to  be  used  as  a  topical 
anaesthetic  in  venepuncture. 

Astra  stress,  however,  that  an 
anaesthetic  effect  is  achieved  only 
when  the  cream  is  applied  under 
an  occlusive  dressing.  So  the 
company  suggests  a  suitable 
dressing  should  also  be 
prescribed. 

Emla  surgical  pack  is  also 
being  introduced  this  month.  It 
consists  of  a  30g  tube  of  cream  and 
a  spatula  (£10.25  trade)  and  is 
intended  for  use  in  split-skin 
grafting.  Astra  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd.  Tel:  0927766191. 


Kaltocarb 

Kaltocarb  (25,  £32.81  trade) 
introduced  by  Britcair,  is  for  use 
on  infected  malodorous  wounds. 

The  dressing  consists  of  a  pad 
of  alginate  fibre  (available 
separately  as  Kaltostat)  bonded  to 
a  pad  of  activated  charcoal  cloth. 
The  charcoal  component  absorbs 
bacteria  and  odour  from  a  wound. 

The  dressing  —  supplied  as  a 
sterile  7.5cm  x  12cm  pad  —  does 
not  have  a  product  licence  and  is 
not  available  on  FP10.  Britcair 
Ltd.  Tel:  0252  333314. 


Comfeel  gets 
the  edge 

Coloplast's  Comfeel  Ulcus 
dressing  sheets  now  have  a 
bevelled  edge  and  new  formula. 

The  thin  bevelled  edges  allow 
the  dressings  to  lie  flush  with  the 
skin  helping  prevent  edges  rolling 
and  lifting  while  in  place. 

The  new  formula  improves  the 
dressing's  cohesion  so  it  stays 
intact  when  removed  and 
adhesion  is  balanced  so  there  is 
less  risk  of  newly  formed  tissue 
and  surrounding  skin  being 
damaged  when  the  dressing  is 
taken  off,  say  Coloplast. 

The  dressing  sheets  (not  yet 
available  on  prescription)  come  in 
sizes  of  10x10cm  (10,  £18  trade), 
15x15cm  (5,  £19.10)  and 
20x20cm,  (5,  £30.90).  They  are 
available  from  usual  hospital 
suppliers,  say  Coloplast  Ltd.  Tel: 
0480413721. 


Wound  care 
division 

Swedish  company  Perstorp 
Pharma,  the  originators  of 
Iodosorb,  have  announced  the 
formation  of  a  specialised  wound 
care  division  in  the  UK.  Iodosorb 
has  been  transfered  from  Stuart 
Pharmaceuticals,  to  whom  the 
product  was  licensed  in  the  UK  in 
1983,  and  will  now  be  marketed  by 
Perstorp  Pharma 's  own  team  of 
wound  care  specialists,  and 
distributed  to  the  trade  by 
Janssen.  Perstorp  Pharma  Ltd, 
Wound-Care  Division,  44  Bell 
Street,  Henley-on-Thames,  Oxon 
RG9  2BA.  Tel:  0491  578171. 
Janssen  Pharmaceutical  Ltd.  Tel: 
0235  772966. 


Norton 
double  up 

From  February  20  to  March  31, 
H.N.  Norton  are  increasing  the 
stakes  on  their  Diamond  Game 
with  twice  the  value  of  vouchers 
available  on  certain  generics. 

Products  include  baclofen 
lOmg,  co-codamol,  co-dydramol, 
diclofenac  25mg  and  50mg, 
dihydrocodeine  30mg,  diltiazem 
60mg,  methyldopa  250mg  and 
500mg,  metoprolol  50mg  and 
lOOmg,  naproxen  250mg  and 
500mg,  prochlorperazine  5mg, 
procyclidine  5mg,  salbutamol  2mg 
and  4mg  and  sucralfate  lg  (all 
tablets),  piroxicam  lOmg  and 
20mg  capsules  and  salbutamol 
inhalers.  H.N.  Norton  &  Co  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-530  7166. 


Hose  guide 

Scholl  have  produced  a  guide  to 
measuring  for  the  new  Drug  Tariff 
standard  for  compression  hosiery 
to  be  introduced  on  April  1 ,  as  part 
of  a  range  of  material  available  to 
the  pharmacist.  A  dispensing 
guide,  tape  measure,  and  samples 
are  also  on  offer.  Scholl  (UK)  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-353  3636. 
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£1,800 


If  you  haven't  joined  us  yet  you 
have  already  lost  around  £1,200! 

Just  think  what  each  month's 
delay  could  be  costing  you! 

An  average  UniChem  Shareholder 
Member  could  be  earning  the 
opportunity  to  increase  his  holding 
value  by  £600  each  month. 

For  some,  it  could  be  a  lot  more! 


The  UniChem  Share  Deal 

Just  give  us  a  call  and  we'll  be  there. 


UNICHEM  LTD., 
UniChem  House,  Cox  Lane, 
Chessington,  Surrey  KT9  1SN. 
TeL  01^391  2323 


UniChem 

Action  for  Pharmacy 

Share  prices  can  go  up  as  well  as  down.  Maximum  10,000  shares  per  member 


RPOMT" 


Pick  up  a  Penguin 


Seven  Seas  have  announced  what 
they  claim  is  the  first  ever  on-pack 
promotion  for  vitamins. 

The  company  has  joined  with 
Penguin  Books  and  will  be  giving 
away  a  free  paperback  with  four 
proofs  of  purchase .  A  peel-off  cap 
label  on  all  packs  delivered  from 
this  month  outlines  the  offer, 
which  runs  across  18  product  lines 
and  is  open  until  July  30  1989. 

Three  novels  are  available  — 
The  Bretts,  Private  Affairs  and 
Runaway.  The  promotion  is 
supported  by  a  £500,000 
advertising  campaign  in  Woman  & 


Home,  Woman 's  Journal, 
Cosmopolitan,  Options,  Here's 
Health,  Family  Circle,  Argus 
Women's  Three  and  Health 
Express,  showing  the  complete 
Seven  Seas  range  with  the 
headline,  "A  novel  offer  from 
Seven  Seas".  The  "rings" 
television  commercial  will  run 
nationally  during  the  offer. 

New  shelf  strips,  showcards 
and  shelf  trays  will  hold  16  x  3 
Seven  Seas  supplements  packs 
and  feature  the  three  books. 
Seven  Seas  Healthcare  Ltd.  Tel: 
0482  75234. 


PRESCRIPTION  SPECIALITIES 


Hose  guidance 


Zyma  have  produced  a  guide  to 
venous  care  anticipating  the  new 
Drug  Tariff  standards  for 
compression  hosiery. 

The  guide  lists  the  various 
Parahose  garments  that  comply 
with  the  Tariff,  matching  product 


to  therapeutic  class.  Although  the 
guide  is  aimed  primarily  at  doctors 
—  it  mentions  the  combined  use  of 
Paroven  capsules  and  Parahose  — 
pharmacists  wanting  more 
information  can  contact  Zyma 
(UK)  Ltd.  Tel:  0625584788. 


BRIEFS 


Lundbeck  are  adding  Depixol 
concentrate  50mg  to  their  range 
from  March  1  (10  ampoules  of 
50mg  Cis  (z)  —  flupenthixol 
decanoate  in  0.5ml  £32.50  trade). 
Distributors  Farillon  Ltd.  Tel: 
04023  71136. 

Norton's  indomethacin 
suppositories  now  come  in  a  pack 
of  12  (£2.91  trade)  instead  of  ten. 
H.N.  Norton  &  Co  Ltd.  Tel:  01 
5306421. 

Rorer's  Berk  Generics  Division  are 

adding  salbutamol  tablets  2mg 
(500  £4.61),  salbutamol  tablets 


4mg  (500  £8.81)  and  co-dydramol 
tablets  (500  £8.36,  all  prices 
trade)  to  their  range.  Rorer 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd:  Tel:  0323 
641144. 

Osraolite  now  comes  in  a  500ml 
bottle  (12,  £22.20  trade).  Abbott 
Laboratories  Ltd.  Tel:  0795 
663371. 

Pro-bantnine  100-tablet  bottles  are 
being  replaced  with  100-tablet 
blister  strip  packs.  Distributed  by 
Gold  Cross  Pharmaceuticals, 
division  of  CD.  Searle  &  Co  Ltd. 
Tel:  049421124 


Spring  boost 
for  Wassen 

Wassen  International  are 
spending  over  £250,000  in  the 
next  four  months  on  promotion  of 
Genesis,  Selenium-ACE  and 
Magnesium-OK. 

For  Genesis  260  showings  of  a 
ten-second  commercial  on 
Thames  TV  and  Channel  4  are 
scheduled  for  March  and  May.  A 
20-second  advertisement  is 
planned  for  the  Autumn. 

The  existing  campaign  for 
Selenium-Ace  continues  in  high 
circulation  women's  intrest  and 
retirement  magazines. 

A  similar  approach  has  been 
applied  with  Magnesium-OK, 
again  aimed  at  mass  circulation 
publications. 

Advertising  is  currently 


appearing  in  the  Daily  Express,' 
Daily  Mail  and  the  Sun.  The  Daily 
Mirror  is  to  be  added  to  these. 
Wassen  International  Ltd.  Tel: 
0372379828. 


From  the 


fjords 


Pro  Algen  is  a  new  natural  health 
food  supplement  from  Norway. 

It  is  a  concentrate  of  extracts 
from  marine  plants  in  their  natural 
composition.  An  opening  incentive 
offer  provides  an  extra  discount  of 
£1  per  tub  over  the  normal  trade 
price  of  £5.95  on  initial  orders  to 
two  cartons  (24  tubs).  Advertising 
commences  in  the  April  issue  of 
Here's  Health.  Mentor  Trading 
Ltd.  Tel:  025  762868. 


Swallow  whole 
not  chewed 


There's  no  need  to  chew  over  many  lists  of 
products  and  prices  when  you're  ordering  your 
generics  Hillcross  Generics  provide  a  monthly 
listing  of  special  offers  giving  you  all  the 
information  you  need  to  know,  regularly. 
That's  backed  up  with  rapid  efficient  delivery 
and  consistent  product  quality  Everything, 
m  fact,  to  make  Hillcross  very  easy 
to  take  indeed 
Hillcross  Generics  -  it's  quality  delivered  at  the 
right  price 

Please  ask  for  this  r\r\r\ 
month's  offers  from  HILLCROSS 
your  local  AAH  GROUP  ^ipiir-niric* 
WHOLES  AL  E  R  XjCNcHIC^ 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


lmmm:smt& 

accumulate 

Nicholas  Laboratories  are  running 
a  Spring  promotion  on  Radox 
herbal  bath  salts. 

From  mid-March  consumers 
will  find  over  £35,000  of  5p  or  £1 
coins  in  marked  550gm  packs.  In 
addition,  Nicholas  are  investing 
£450,000  in  television  support  for 
Radox  during  March  and  April. 
Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd.  Tel: 
0753  23971. 


ee  hair! 


Smith  and  Nephew  Consumer 
Products  are  supporting  their 
Nivea  shampoo  and  conditioner 
with  television  advertising. 

The  £1.2m  campaign  will  run 
on  TV-am  from  now  until  March 
13  and  ITV/Channel  4  from 
February  4  to  March  27.  Smith 
and  Nephew  Consumer  Products 
Ltd.  Tel:  021  327 4750. 

UB'$  four  for  the  price  of  three 
Durex  promotion  (Counterpoints 
Jan  30)  is  not  available  until  next 
month.  LRC  Products.  Tel: 
01-5272377. 


Philips  get  blowing 


Philips  Small  Appliances  are 
launching  five  new  hairdryers 
backed  by  national  advertising  and 
promotional  campaigns  which  will 
start  in  the  Spring  and  run 
throughout  the  year  in  women's 
and  national  Press. 

With  increased  demand  in 
pistol  grip  dryers  for  higher 
wattage  models,  the  two  Silence 
dryers,  the  HP4337  (£14.99)  and 
the  HP4333  (£10.99),  are  1600w 
and  1200w  respectively. 

The  HP4335  Voyager  1200w 


May  cause 
drowsiness 


Do  you  often  find  it  can  be  a  little  tiresome 

waiting  for  your  generics  deliveries 
With  Hillcross  Generics  it's  a  different  story 
Because  Hillcross  offer  rapid,  efficient  delivery. 

consistent  product  quality  and  competitive 
prices  Everything,  in  fact,  to  provide  the  sort  of 
generics  supplies  service  you'll  never  tire  of 
Hillcross  Generics  -  it's  quality  delivered  at  the 
right  price 

Please  ask  for  this 
month's  offers  from  your 
local  AAH  GROUP 
WHOLESALER 


GENERICS 


(£12.99),  designed  for  travel,  has 
dual  voltage,  a  pouch  for  storage 
and  a  fold-away  handle.  The 
HP4315  two-speed  lOOOw  model 
in  bright  yellow,  (£8.99)  is  aimed 
at  the  young,  fashion  sector  of  the 
market. 

For  home  styling  Philips  have 
introduced  the  HP4339 
Professional  1500w  (£22.99) 
which  offers  two-speed  settings 
and  two-heat  settings  plus  cold. 
Philips  Home  Appliances.  Tel:  01 
6892166 


Gillette  jog 
into  Spring 

Gillette  Blades  and  Razors 
Division  is  supporting  its  chemist 
retailers  with  a  multi-brand 
promotion  running  through 
Numark,  Unichem  and  AAH. 

The  promotion  will  run  from 
March  1  to  April  30  and  invites 
chemists  to  "Workout  your 
Profits" ,  by  means  of  a  free  offer, 
extra  value  packs  and  the  chance 
to  enter  a  competition  to  win 
exercise  equipment. 

Orders  of  12  packs  of  Gillette 
blades  and/or  razors  entitle  the 
retailer  to  a  free  leisure  suit, 
worth  £21.75.  In  addition,  those 
retailers  who  increase  their  order 
to  14  packs  become  eligible  to 
enter  Gillette's  competition,  with 
a  first  prize  of  a  Weider  home 
gym,  or  a  Kettler  exercise  bike  for 
the  three  runners-up. 

All  packs  of  Gillette  blades  and 
razors  are  offered  at  special 
promotional  prices  throughout 
this  period.  Leaflets  detailing  the 
"Workout  your  Profits' 
promotion  will  be  available 
through  wholesalers.  Gillette 
Blades  and  Razor  Division.  Tel: 
01-5601234. 


Clearasil  gets  a  new  look 


Richardson-Vicks  have 
repackaged  the  Clearasil  teenage 
skincare  range. 

New  cartons  are  blue,  with 
different  shades  to  distinguish 
medicated  milk  from  medicated 
lotion,  while  tubes  and  bottle 
labels  are  predominantly  white 


with  a  black,  red  and  pink  stripe 
logo  running  through  the  range. 

Clearasil  medicated  soap  is  the 
first  product  to  appear  in  the  new 
livery  with  other  products  being 
introduced  over  the  next  few 
months.  Richardson-Vicks  Ltd. 
Tel:  0784  34422. 


Numark's  March  movers 


Numark  special  offers  for  March 
include  Fergie  eau  de  parfum  for 
the  special  price  of  £1.95  with 
purchases  from  the  Numark 
skincare  range. 

Consumer  savings  are 
available  on  Numark  cotton  wool, 
puffs  and  pleats,  and  triple, 
marble,  bath,  toilet  and  baby 


sponges.  Bonuses  are  available  on 
all  these,  plus  Numark  and  NPA 
bags,  Flash,  tablet  cartons, 
Numark  Super  washing  up  liquid, 
Nucross  hydrogen  peroxide  20 
vol,  Epsom  salts,  olive  oil,  aspirin 
and  witch  hazel.  Independent 
Chemists  Marketing  Ltd.  Tel: 
0985  215555. 
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Stuffy  colds  are  often  a 
combination  of  a  blocked  nose 
with  a  sore  or  infected  throat. 


itri 


Many  decongestant  lozenges  will  help  clear 
blocked  noses  but  do  not  treat  throat 
infections. 

•  Merothol  has  the  unique  combination  of 
the  proven  antibacterial  agent  cetylpyridinium 
chloride,  as  well  as  menthol  and  eucalyptus. 

•  Merothol  treats  sore  and  infected  throats 
at  the  same  time  as  it  provides  decongestant 
relief  from  stuffy  colds. 

•  Merothol  gives  fast  and  effective  relief. 

•  Merothol  is  only  available  through 
pharmacies. 

This  winter,  you  can  expect  at  least  46  requests 
per  week  for  advice  on  colds,  catarrh  or 
blocked  noses.1 


MEROTHOL'. 
["HE  SORE  THROAT  LOZENGE 
fHAT  FIGHTS  STUFFY  COLDS. 


62%  of  all  adults  suffer  from  colds,2  giving  an 
incidence  of  between  50  million  and 
300  million  colds  a  year. 

When  you  considerthat18  million  cold  treat- 
ments are  sold  annually  through  pharmacies, 
it  makes  sense  to  stock  Merothol. 


ANTIBACTERIAL 


WITH  MENTHOL 
&  EUCALYPTUS 


Clear  Relief.  Fast  and  Effective. 


References:  1 .  Martin  Hamblin,  Nov.  1985. 
2.T.C.L1986. 


 Merrell 

Medicines 


Confidence  in  pharmacy  c 


larks:  Merothol,  Merrell,  Dow. 


Merrell  Dow  Pharmaceuticals  Limited,  Stana  Place,  Fairfield  Avenue,  Staines,  Middlesex  TW18  4SX. 


IUNTERPOINTS 


rushing  up 
on  display 

G.B.  Kent  have  produced  a  range 
of  display  stands  for  their  combs . 

Made  in  scarlet  perspex,  the 
stands  are  cube-shaped,  with 
transparent  pockets  on  each  side 
to  display  the  combs.  Extra  stock 
can  be  stored  inside. 

There  are  two  stands,  both 
pre-packed.  The  smaller  one 
holds  12  each  of  eight  different 
comb  styles,  the  larger  12  each  of 
12  different  styles.  Special  offers 
are  available.  G.B.  Kent  &  Sons 
Pic.  Tel:  0442  51531. 

Sterling  stuff 

Sterling  Health  are  backing 
Panadol  with  national  television 
advertising  for  the  next  six  weeks, 
part  of  a  £6m  spend  on  Panadol 
and  Solpadeine  during  1988. 

The  new  hi-tech  style,  30 
second  commercial  explains  that 
Panadol  is  fast  and  effective  and 
does  not  irritate  the  stomach,  and 
features  the  medical  heritage  of 
Sterling  Health.  Further  bursts 
are  planned  during  the  year. 
Sterling  Health.  Tel:  048365599. 


Oral  B  put 
it  all  together 


Oral-B  are  launching  a  dental 
hygiene  centre  to  display  their 
complete  range  of  products. 

It  comprises  a  four-sided 
display  unit  on  a  hollow  base  filled 
with  Zendium.  The  centre  is 
designed  to  save  space  while 
maximising  on  the  display  area  at 
point-of-sale.  Four  descriptor 
panels  down  each  edge  of  the  unit 
detail  the  Oral-B  product  variants 
available.  One  side  of  the  unit 
displays  the  Oral-B  Plus  range, 
available  in  four  sizes;  a  second 
side  is  devoted  to  specialist 
brushes  and  brushes  for  children; 
the  third  side  is  used  to  display 
Oral-B  floss,  Superfloss, 
Woodsticks,  Interproximal 
brushes,  Interdental  kits  and  the 
Right-Angle  brush,  and  the  fourth 
side  of  the  unit  features  the 
original  Oral-B  professional  range. 

Each  side  of  the  unit  features  a 
descriptor  panel  which  highlights 
the  features  of  each  of  the 
products  on  display.  Oral-B  have 
also  incorporated  leaflet  pockets 
on  *"wo  of  the  descriptor  panels. 
The  pockets  contain  question  and 
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answer  consumer  advice  leaflets 
titled  "If  You  Care  About  Your 
Teeth  Make  Sure  You  Know  The 
Facts  About  Toothbrushes". 
Oral-B  Laboratories:  Tel  0296 
432601. 


On  holiday 
with  Polaroid 

Customers  buying  a  Polaroid 
camera  will  be  able  to  claim  up  to 
£50  off  their  1988  holiday. 

Proofs  of  purchase  of  cameras 
bought  by  June  30  can  be 
exchanged  for  vouchers  worth  up 
to  £50  off  holidays  for  two  adults 
over  14  days  or  £25  off  a  seven 
day  holiday  and  are  redeemable 
until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Polaroid  are  also  offering  film 
and  camera  packs  at  special  prices 
this  Spring:  the  635  camera  is  to 
sell  with  film  at  £35  or  the  special 
edition  model  635  is  to  be  available 
with  film  and  case  for  £40. 

Twin  packs  of  T600  and  SX-70 
film  are  to  have  £10  rebates  on 
them  and  single  packs  of  T600  and 
Image  film  have  a  £5  rebate. 
Image  film  also  offers  a  free  photo 
cassette. 

Polaroid's  instant  slide 
processor  is  to  be  part  of  a  kit 
priced  at  £49.99.  The  kit  includes 
a  manual  processor,  illuminated 
slide  cutter/mounter,  a  12 
exposure  Polapan  instant  black 
and  white  slide  film,  a  12  exposure 
colour  slide  film  and  20  slide 
mounts.  Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd.  Tel: 
072759191. 


The  Italian  Trade  Centre 
invites  you  to: 

BELLISSIMA 

A  unique  beauty  trade  fair 
for  the  cosmetics,  toiletries 
and  perfume  industry. 

Exciting  ranges  from  Italian  companies 
exhibiting  for  the  first  time 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 


THE  ITALIAN  TRADE  CENTRE 
46  PICCADILLY,  LONDON  Wl 
3-5  March  1988.  10am  till  5pm 

For  further  information  please  contact 
Giselle  Dye,  Caroline  Neville  Associates 
37  Greenwich  Market,  London  SE10  9HZ 
Telephone:  01-858  9718 
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sore  throat  lozenge 
extremely  sue 


ANTIBACTERIAL 


® 


Merocet 


Soothing  Lozenges  for  Sore  Throats 


24  T H  R OAT  LOZENGES  IN  ST  R iPS  OF  8 


This  one  sells  almost 
twice  as  well 

24  TH  R  OAT  antibacterial 

LOZENGES  SBSE^r^ 


Merocets 


Soothing  Lozenges  for  Sore  Throats 


24  THROAT  LOZENGES  »N  STRIPS  OF  8 


Research  shows  that  pharmacists  who  display 
Merocets  sell  on  average  85%  more  than 
those  who  don't.  Display  pays!  M^cfe 

Confidence  in  pharmacy 

Trademarks  A/lerocefs,  Merrell,  Dow 


MEROCETS  ARE  SUPPLIED  IN  PRE-PACKED  DISPLAY  OUTERS,  AND  DISPLAY  MATERIAL  IS  AVAILABLE  FROM  MERRELL  DOW. 


3M  HEALTH  CARE 

THE  WOUND 
MANAGEMENT 
0  F  E  S  S  I  0  N  A  L 

3M  Health  Care  leads  the  world  in  the  development  of  modern  medical  adhesives  and 
hypoallergenic  wound  dressing  tapes. 

The  most  widely  recommended  of  these  products  is  'Micropore'  tape,  a  non-woven  surgical 
adhesive  fabric  which  currently  enjoys  over  90%  share  of  all  prescriptions  written  for  products  in 
this  sector. 


'mm   

...A  R  E 
C|0  MING  HOME 

J 

insistent  professional  recommendation  has  led  to  the  decision  to  make  'Micropore'  tape  available  OTC, 
exclusively  through  pharmacy  outlets,  under  the  brand  name  'Micropore'  Dress-it  tape. 

l"he  established  professional  status  of  'Micropore'  tape  means  that  you  can  recommend  'Micropore' 
Dress-it  tape  to  your  customers  with  complete  confidence. 

'Micropore'  Dress-it  tape  is  the  strong,  yet  gentle  method  of  securing  bandages  and  dressings.  Because  it 
made  from  'Micropore'  tape,  the  adhesive  fabric  allows  the  skin  to  breathe  and  reduces 
the  risk  of  skin  reaction.  Minor  cuts  and  abrasions  can  therefore  be  covered  by  applying 
'Micropore'  Dress-it  tape  directly  onto  the  wound. 
'Micropore'  Dress-it  tape  is  available  in  two  sizes,  28  strips  12cm  x  2cm  and 
28  strips  12cm  x  6cm.  For  ease  of  application,  both  are  supplied  pre-cut, 
in  a  simple  to  use  dispenser. 


3unch  of  'Micropore'  Dress-it  tape  will  be  supported  by  substantial  national  Advertising,  PR.  and 
)ling  Activity.  A  major  press  campaign  will  run  throughout  1988,  utilising  full  page,  full  colour 
rtisements  in  leading  women's  magazines.  Consumer  Promotion  and  PR.  will  encourage  a 
level  of  trial  for  'Micropore'  Dress-it  tape  and  there  will  be  a  full  range  of  point-of-sale  support 
rial  which  will  allow  housewives  to  sample  the  product  for  themselves  within  the  pharmac* 
pre'  Dress-it  tape  will  be  handled  exclusively  in  the  U.K.  by  David  Anthony  Pharmaceuticals, 
ill  details,  contact  your  agent  or  telephone  or  write  to:  David  Anthony  Pharmaceuticals^  m 
us  Road,  Speke  Hall  Industrial  Estate,  Liverpool  L24 1YA. Telephone:  051-486  7117  j|  1 


TM 


mveem 


icropore 

TAPE 


KE  NORMAL  DRESSING  TAPE,  'MICROPORE'  DRESS-IT  TAPE  IS  STRONG,  YET  COMPLETELY  PAINLESS  TO  REMOVE 


TERPOINTS 


Unichem  look  for 
Ultra  nappy  sales 


Unichem  are  the  latest  company 
to  apply  superabsorbant 
technology  to  baby  nappies,  with 
own-brand  Ultra  disposables. 

The  company  says  the  new 
nappies  —  manufactured  in 
Rochester  by  subsidiary  Neptune 
Industries  —  offer  elastic  trim  on 
legs,  an  extra  soft  lining  and 
wetness  indicators  at  a 
competitive  price. 

Ultra  absorbent  nappies  are 
available  in  three  sizes:  infant  (up 
to  25  lbs) ,  toddler  (26-32  lbs)  and 
chiJd  (32-55  lbs) ,  all  packed  in  20s 


in  carry  sacks  featuring  the 
Unichem  cartoon  baby. 

Unichem  say  members  will 
receive  23  per  cent  profit  on  cost 
with  nappies  retailing  at  £2.32, 
£2.62  and  £2.94  against  trade 
prices  of  £16.43,  £18.51  and 
£20.75  for  orders  of  eight. 
Promotional  prices  during 
february  offer  the  nappies  at 
£13.97,  £15.73  and  £17.46  trade, 
against  £2.19,  £2.49  and  £2.79 
retail,  a  profit  on  return  of  25  per 
cent.  Unichem  Ltd.  Tel:  01-391 
2323. 


Not  to  be  sneezed  at 


Now  is  the  time  to  stock  up  for  the 
hayfever  season,  say  New  Era 
Laboratories,  who  have  released 
details  of  the  summer  campaign 
for  their  Combination  H 
homoeopathically  prepared 
mineral  tissue  salts. 

The  time  to  create  the 
awareness  of  this  type  of  remedy 
is  when  the  population  is  being  hit 
by  the  problem,  say  New  Era. 
This  year  the  company  is  to  spend 
100,000  on  a  high  profile  national 
newspaper  campaign  that  will 
appear  only  when  the  pollen  count 
is  high.  The  Daily  Mirror,  Sun, 
Daily  Mail,  Daily  Express  and 
Today  will  carry  adverts  pushing 
the  "no  drowsiness"  message 
which  will  be  seen  by  estimated  71 
per  cent  of  hayfever  sufferers  at 
least  four  times.  In  addition,  there 
will  be  a  publicity  campaign 
culminating  in  a  countrywide  radio 
tour  by  naturopath  and  journalist 
Michael  van  Straten. 

For  in-store  visibility,  New 
Era  have  created  a  complete 
display  package  with  two  counter 
and  shelf  display  units,  for  half 
dozen  and  two  dozen  packs,  a 


poster  for  use  in  windows  and  in- 
store,  and  shelf  strip.  New  Era 
Laboratories  Ltd.  Tel:  0482 
75234. 


Mates  go 
on  display 

Mates  Healthcare  are  backing 
their  condoms  with  new  POS  and 
a  multi-media  advertising 
campaign. 

The  company  has  produced  a 
new  counter  display  pack, 
available  in  March  and  containing 
one  case  each  of  all  the  Mates 
variants,  which  has  provision  for 
promotional  display  material  to  be 
incorporated  as  required.  Other 
POS  material  available  includes  a 
showcard,  poster,  sticker  and  T- 
shirt. 

The  brand  is  currently 
appearing  on  ITV  stations 
nationally  and  in  February  issues 
of  Cosmopolitan,  Elle  and  Options. 


The  schedule  for  March  includes 
the  same  three  magazines  plus 
mens's  titles,  BBC  television  and 
cinema  advertising.  In  addition  a 
total  of  100,000  free  condoms  will 
be  offered  through  Healthy  Living 
and  Venue  magazines.  Mates 
Healthcare  Ltd.  Tel:  0256840011. 


Pressing  on 

Pharmax  Healthcare  are 
extending  the  current  Press 
advertising  campaign  for  Effico 
Tonic. 

The  black  and  white 
advertisements  will  continue  to 
appear  in  leading  national  dailies 
and  Sundays  until  the  end  of 
March.  Pharmax  Healthcare  Ltd. 
Tel:  032291321. 


ON  TV  NEXT  WEEK 


G  TV  Grampian                 U  Ulster 

STV  Scotland 

B  Border                          G  Granada 

(central) 

C  Central                        A  Anglia 

Y  Yorkshire 

CTV  Channel  Islands           TSW  South  West 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

LWT  London  Weekend        TTV  Thames  Television       TVS  South 

C4  Channel  4                     Bt  TV-am 

TT  Tyne  Tees 

Actifed: 

All  areas 

Askif  powders: 

CTV,  STV 

B-D  digital  thermometer: 

C4,TTV,LWT 

Beectiam  Hot  Remedies: 

All  areas 

Beecliam's  powders: 

All  areas 

Benylin: 

All  areas 

Buttercup  cough  syrup: 

All  areas 

Canderel: 

All  areas 

Day  &  Night: 

U,STV,G,Y,C,TT,C4 

Dentu-creme: 

All  areas 

Disprin: 

All  areas 

Durex: 

C,A,TVS,LWT,TT 

Fisherman's  Friend  Super  Strong  mints: 

Y.TVS 

Junior  Panaleve: 

Y 

Karvol: 

All  areas 

Maalox  Plus: 

Y 

Mediquell: 

GTV,STV,C4 

Proflex  capsules: 

Y 

Reach  toothbrushes: 

ITV.C4 

Redoxon  effervescent  vitamins: 

LWT,C,G,TVS,STV,HTV,U 

Rohitussin  cough  medicine: 

All  areas 

Sanafogen: 

All  areas 

Simple  Skin  Care: 

STV,G,C,A,CTV,TVS,TTV,C4 

Simplicity: 

All  areas 

Sinutab: 

C4 

Strepsils: 

All  areas 

Super  Poli-grip 

All  areas 

Supradyn  effervescent  vitamins 

LWT,C,G,TVS,STV,HTV,U 

Tixylix  cough  linctus: 

TTV 

Triogesic  decongestant: 

TTV,C4 

Venos: 

All  areas 

Wella  Balsam: 

All  areas 

Zestavite: 

TVam 
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What's  been  the  most  significant 
breakthrough  for  you? 


There  have  been  many  technological  innovations  in  the  last  few years,  some  more  successful  than  others. 
However,  the  one  which  has  affected  pharmacists  the  most  is  Link  from  Vestric.  It  has  dramatically  progressed 
pharmacy  management  with  automatic  label  printing,  patient  records,  automatic  stock  control  and  much  more. 

And  while  others  are  still  trying  to  catch  up  on  Link's  achievements  to  date,  we  are  developing 
Link  even  further  to  offer  yet  more  technological  advancements. 

.lust  one  of  the  many  services  that  make  up  Vestrie  s  total 
package  for  the  independent  pharmacist. 


I 


WE'RE  ALWAYS   THERE    ■    WE  ALWAYS  CARE 


Your  patients  will  like  the  changes  we've  made 


Compression  hosiery  seems  a  complicated  and  confusing  area,  which 
often  makes  prescribing  difficult  for  GP's.  And  that  can  mean  a  lot  of  extra 
time  and  effort  for  you  Well,  now  there's  some  good  news.  From  April,  die 
compression  hosiery  section  of  the  Drug  Tariff 
is  being  completely  changed. 

The  changes  mean  simpler,  clearer 
prescriptions  from  GP's  And  quicker,  easier 
dispensing  for  you. 

It  also  means  improved  compliance  by 
your  patients.  Because  the  changes  have 

enabled  Scholl,  using  the  latest  materials  and  machine  technology,  to  introduce 
a  remarkable  new  range  of  graduated  compression  hosiery 

On  sheer  pcrfonnancc,  we're  confident  they  will  raise  a  few  eyebrows. 
For  sheer  looks,  we're  certain  they  will  turn  a  few  heads.  THE  LEADING  NAME  IN  COMPRESSION  HOSIEF 


r 


To  get  your  Scholl  dispensing  guide,  together  with  a  complimentary 
tape  measure,  measuring  chart  and  professional  samples  ol  the  new 
Scholl  range,  simply  complete  and  return  this  coupon  to 
Scholl  Consumer  Products  Limited,  FREEPOST, 
182-204  St  John  Street  London  EC1B  1QB 


_Postcodc_ 


n 


nsions  personally 


To  deal  first  with  the  position  of  employers.  If 
they  already  have  a  pension  fund  for  their  staff 
the  only  changes  required  are: 

1.  To  ensure  that  employees  have  the 
opportunity  of  topping  up  their  pensions 
(within  limits)  by  use  of  Additional  Voluntary 
Contributions  (AVCs).  Most  employers' 
schemes  already  have  this  facility. 

2.  To  ensure  the  scheme  does  not 
discriminate  between  men  and  women. 
Changes  may  be  required  here  because  few 
schemes  provide  pensions  for  widowers. 

If  the  employers  scheme  is  not  contracted 
out  of  the  State  Earnings  Related  Pension 
Scheme  (SERPS),  then  thought  should  be 
given  to  doing  so.  An  additional  rebate  of  2  per 
cent  of  banded  National  Insurance 
contributions  can  be  obtained  to  augment  the 
employer's  fund  for  the  next  five  years  if  the 
scheme  changes  to  become  contracted  out. 

A  nuisance  for  employers'  schemes  is  that 
in  future  employees  will  have  the  right  to  opt 
out  of  such  schemes  and  it  can  no  longer  be  a 
condition  of  employment  that  staff  should  join 
the  employer's  scheme.  This  uncertainty 
about  the  continuity  of  contributions  could  well 
jeopardise  many  existing  small  schemes  and 
may  discourage  all  but  the  largest  employers 
from  starting  new  company  schemes.  For 
those  employees  who  take  out  their  own 
personal  pensions,  or  who  opt  out  of 
employers'  schemes  back  into  SERPS,  all  the 
employer  has  to  do  is  to  pay  over  to  the  DHSS 
the  appropriate  standard  deductions  as  at 
present.  The  DHSS  will  look  after  payment  of 
contributions  and  the  rebates  to  the  relevant 
personal  pension  schemes.  However,  the 
employer  will  inevitably  get  involved  with  the 
queries  that  arise  and  will  no  doubt  be  pressed 
by  his  staff  for  advice. 

The  employer  should  be  very  wary  about 
any  advice  he  gives  as  he  is  in  danger  of  falling 
foul  of  the  Financial  Services  Act.  The  best 
course  may  be  to  recommend  staff  to  consult 


1988  is  going  to  be  the  year  of  the 
pension.  The  Social  Security  Act 

1986  becomes  fully  effective  from 
July  1  and  encourages  people  to  take 

out  personal  pensions.  The  Act  also 
limits  the  amount  of  earnings  related 

pensions  (SERPS)  the  Government 

will  have  to  pay  in  the  next  century. 
Despite  the  complexity  of  the 
legislation  and  the  far  reaching 
effects,  the  choices  available  to 
pharmacists  as  self-employed 
people,  as  employees,  or  in  their 
capacity  as  employers,  are  fairly 
straightforward.  Brian  Dosser, 


director  at  the 
i,  sets  the 
scene 


an  authorised  financial  intermediary  who  is 
now  obliged  to  offer  proper  counselling  before 
offering  "best  advice".  Employers  are  not 
required  to  make  any  contribution  towards  the 
cost  of  personal  pensions  taken  out  by  their 
staff.  In  the  case  of  key  staff,  however,  they 
may  well  choose  to  make  some  contribution. 

Turning  now  to  those  pharmacists  in 
employment,  from  April  1988  the  choice  of 
pension  alternatives  will  be:- 

I  (a)  Stay  in  or  join  a  company  scheme  if 
one  is   available.   Benefits  could  be 


supplemented  by  making  AVCs. 
(b)  Opt  out  of  the  company  scheme  and 
choose  one  of  next  two  options 

II  Rely  on  SERPS  to  provide  your 
pension.  This  could  be  supplemented  by 
taking  out  a  personal  pension  which  was 
"contracted  in"  to  the  State  scheme 

III  Contract  out  of  the  State  scheme  and 
take  out  a  personal  pension.  (Employees  aged 
over  45  usually  will  not  find  this  an  attractive 
proposition.) 

The  appropriate  course  of  action  for  an 
employee  depends  very  much  upon  the 
individual's  own  circumstances,  mobility,  and 
the  amount  of  money  available  for  pension 
contributions  and  the  benefits  provided  by  the 
different  schemes.  Professional  advice  is 
recommended  before  making  such  a  decision. 

Self-help  schemes 

Finally  the  situation  for  self-employed 
pharmacists.  The  self-employed  have  never 
been  eligible  for  SERPs,  and  together  with 
those  who  are  in  non-pensionable 
employment,  have  had  to  provide  their  own 
pensions  by  means  of  retirement  annuity 
policies.  These  policies  will  be  replaced  in  July 
1988  by  personal  pension  policies. 

The  personal  pension  policies  will  be  very 
similar  to  the  retirement  annuity  policies, 
except  that  under  personal  pensions  the  tax- 
free  cash  at  retirement  is  restricted  to  the 
lower  of  25  per  cent  of  the  accumulated  fund, 
or  £150,000,  whereas  with  a  "section  226" 
policy,  a  cash  commutation  of  about  30  per 
cent  of  the  fund  is  possible.  The  maximum 
annual  tax  allowable  contribution  to  such 
policies  is  17.5  per  cent  of  earnings  (increased 
for  those  over  the  age  of  50).  Because 
premiums  can  be  carried  back  for  up  to  two 
years  for  tax  relief  purposes,  and  because 
unused  reliefs  can  be  accumulated  and  carried 
forward  for  six  years,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
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PENSIONS 


Baked  beans  or 
diamonds  forever? 

If  you  do  not  reach  the  age  of  maturity  sufficiently  well  "pensioned 
off",  are  there  any  viable  alternatives  for  survival? 


flexibility  available  to  self-employed 
pharmacists  to  minimise  tax  payable  on 
business  profits  at  the  same  time  as  they  are 
making  provision  for  their  old  age . 

The  big  advantage  for  personal  pension 
schemes  —  and  no  doubt  the  point  that  the 
salesmen  will  be  making  —  is  that  there  is  no 
limit  on  the  benefits  at  retirement.  If  an 
enormous  sum  has  accumulated,  then  no 
matter  what  size  the  sum,  it  can  all  be  used  to 
purchase  a  pension.  Of  course  in  times  of 
recession,  falling  interest  rates  and  falling 
share  prices  the  accumulated  sum  over  the 
years  may  not  be  very  large  at  all  and  it  would 
only  be  possible  to  purchase  a  very  meagre 
pension.  For  most  employers'  schemes  the 
main  advantage  is  the  certainty  of  benefit,  and 
knowing  precisely  what  percentage  of  final 
salary  will  be  available  to  live  on  in  retirement. 
(This  pension  is  limited  to  two  thirds  of  final 
salary  by  Inland  Revenue  regulations) . 

Finally  as  with  all  things  financial  the 
pension  problem  boils  down  to.  the  following 
questions:- 

What  exactly  do  you  want? 
How  much  ill  it  cost? 
Can  you  afford  it? 
Is  it  worth  it? 


DHSS  warns  on 
pensions  sales 

Life  assurance  companies  have  been  warned 
not  to  market  personal  pensions  before  they 
become  available  on  July  1. 

Apparently  some  companies  have  already 
published  details  of  their  personal  pension 
contracts,  even  though  they  have  yet  to  be 
approved  by  the  Inland  Revenue  and  the 
Occupational  Pensions  Board. 

The  warning  came  in  a  letter  from  Junior 
Minister  for  Social  Services  Mr  Michael 
Portillo  to  the  Association  of  British  Insurers, 
expressing  concern  that  sales  staff  may  try  to 
persuade  people  to  make  an  early 
commitment  ahead  of  Board  approval. 

The  ABI  has  responded  saying  the 
warning  is  completely  unrealistic.  It  suggests 
that  executives  should  be  able  to  discuss 
personal  pensions  when  they  discuss  the 
contracted-out-money-purchase  schemes 
available  from  April  6.  The  piecemeal 
introduction  of  the  1986  Social  Security  Act  is 
blamed  for  this  difficulty. 


You  may  ask  what  on  earth  diamonds  — 
forever  or  otherwise,  much  less  baked  beans 
—  have  to  do  with  a  feature  on  pensions.  Yet, 
why  not..? 

It  is  open  to  anybody,  self-employed  or 
employee,  to  purchase  diamonds  during  his 
working  life,  and  spend  them  on  food  during 
his  retirement.  And,  while  I  do  not  claim  to  be 
any  great  expert  on  the  durability  of  baked 
beans  in  suitable  tins,  in  principle,  a  perfectly 
valid  pension  arrangement  would  consist  of 


purchasing  appropriate  quantities  of  baked 
beans  during  one's  working  life,  ready  for 
consumption  or  barter  during  one's 
retirement. 

Either  method  of  pension  provision  —  that 
is  diamonds  or  baked  beans  —  probably  is 
preferable  to  another  method,  which  consists 
of  storing  currency  in  the  mattress.  The 
currency  storer  follows  the  crime  statistics 
(not  to  mention  the  fire  statistics)  with  the 
same  fervency  that  the  diamonds  purchaser 
applies  to  the  market,  and  the  purchaser  of 
baked  beans  shows  to  the  quality  of  tin  plate. 

From  a  financial  point  of  view,  that 
essential  can  be  divided  into  three  stages. 
During  stage  one,  which  perhaps  lasts  for 
roughly  the  first  20  years,  parents  support 
your  existence.  Stages  two  and  three  consist 
respectively,  of  earning  money  and  of 
retirement. 

The  requirement  for  income,  in  other 
words  one's  need  to  spend  money  to  live, 
does  not  cease  when  one  retires.  Thus, 
leaving  aside  the  first  stage,  there  is  the  need 
to  earn  money  during  working  life  but  to 
support  yourself  during  the  whole  of  life. 


For  an  employee,  the  likelihood  is  that  the 
employer  will  make  some  kind  of  pension 
provision.  If  not,  as  a  fall  back,  there  is  the 
State. 

For  the  self-employed,  the  fall  back  of  a 
State  Pension  is  at  an  even  lower  level  than  for 
the  employee.  And,  obviously,  there  is  no 
employer  to  take  the  initiative  and  set  up 
something  better.  If  you  are  self-employed, 
there  could  probably  be  a  ferocious  use  of 
English  argument  about  whether  retirement 
provision  is  "up  to  you"  or  "down  to  you". 
But  whichever  it  is:  "It  is". 

Because  of  the  need  for  income 
throughout  life,  it  is  essential  to  postpone  until 
retirement  the  taking  of  an  appropriate  slice  of 
working  life  income .  Suppose  I  earn  for  40  or 
45  years.  I  may  need  income  to  survive  —  or 
my  widow  may  —  for  20  or  more  years.  So 
how  do  I  ensure,  from  my  income  while  I  am 
working,  that  there  is  further  income  in 
retirement?  Obviously  I  put  something  aside. 
But,  unless  I  go  through  fairly  well  defined 
channels,  I  am  going  to  hit  tax  disadvantages  in 
doing  so. 

Taxing  principles 

The  new-style  personal  pension  schemes 
were  considered  earlier  (p327).  However,  it 
is  worth  emphasising  the  basic  tax  principle  of 
any  approved  pension  arrangement  in  the  UK. 
When  an  individual  postpones  part  of  income, 
from  working  life  until  retirement,  the  tax 
liability  which  goes  with  that  element  of  his 
income  is  also  postponed.  The  new  style 
personal  pension  schemes  will  be  no  different 
from  other  pension  arrangements  which  are 
approved  for  tax  purposes. 
Essentially  the  points  are: 

(i)  All  contributions  are  deductible  (within 
the  limits  which  apply  for  the  different  types  of 
approved  pension  arrangement).  So  the 
money  is  being  set  aside  out  of  gross  income, 
rather  than  buying  baked  beans  or  diamonds 
out  of  net  income.  In  that  way,  an  approved 
pension  arrangement  avoids  what  otherwise 
would  be  a  serious  tax  disadvantage 

(ii)  The  accumulated  funds  are  free  of  tax 
in  the  meantime 

(iii)  There  is  an  anomalous,  but 
attractive,  tax-free  cash  sum  as  part  of  the 
retirement  benefits.  The  remainder  or  all,  by 
choice  of  those  retirement  benefits,  emerge 
in  the  form  of  a  pension.  Naturally  that  is 
regarded  as  income,  and  taxed  accordingly,  as 
earned  income 

The  tax  disadvantages  of  diamonds,  baked 
beans,  and  other  unapproved  pension 
arrangements,  are  such  that  approved  pension 
arrangements  would  have  to  go  so  awfully 
wrong  before  they  ceased  to  be  attractive. 
The  postponement  of  income  tax,  along  with 
the  postponement  of  income  itself,  is  the  way 
to  survival  in  maturity. 


328 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  20  FEBRUARY  1988 


UNICHEM 


Unichem  are  offering  special  terms  for 
members  taking  out  personal  pension  plans 
with  the  Sun  Alliance  Group,  in  conjunction 
with  their  brokers,  the  C.  E.  Heath  Group. 

There  is  a  choice  of  25  funds  combined 
with  considerable  flexibility  in  that  monthly  or 
annual  premium  plans  can  accept  additional 
single  premiums  which  will  retain  the  current 
advantage  of  a  retirement  annuity,  ie 
maximum  tax-free  cash,  even  after  July  1 
when  lower  cash  limits  will  apply  to  new  plans. 

Minimum  premiums  are  £  1 50  a  year  or  £  1 5 
a  month,  with  a  minimum  single  premium  of 
£1,000  or  £250  if  paid  to  a  regular  premium 
plan,  say  Unichem. 

A  feature  of  the  plan  is  the  exceptionally 
high  investment  allocation  which  can  be  as 
much  as  121.5  per  cent  of  contributions  for 
Unichem  members  who  continue  contributing 
after  ten  years,  say  C.H.  Heath  from  whom 
details  can  be  obtained  at  169  King's  Road, 
Reading  RG1  4EY. 


"If  an  individual  is  a  member  of  a  good  final- 
salary  pension  scheme,  such  as  NHS 
employees,  then  it  is  almost  certainly  not  in 
their  interests  to  take  out  a  personal  pension 
plan. ' '  For  those  not  in  such  a  scheme  —  and 
therefore  members  of  SERPS  —  the  decision 
will  rest  largely  on  the  age  of  the  individual  and 
future  investment  returns,  according  to 
marketing  manager  David  Jordan.  RNPNF, 
Burdett  House,  15  Buckingham  Street, 
London  WC2N6ED. 


STATIM 


RNPFN 


The  Royal  National  Pension  Fund  for  Nurses 
will  be  launching  a  new  personal  pension  plan 
in  the  second  half  of  1988  as  well  as  a  free- 
standing additional  voluntary  contribution 
plan,  which  will  enable  those  employees  in  a 
pension  scheme  to  provide  additional 
retirement  benefits. 

However,  RNPFN  stress  that  it  may  not 
always  be  sensible  for  an  individual  to  take  out 
a  personal  pension  plan  either  in  preference  to 
an  employer-sponsored  scheme  or,  indeed, 
the  State  Earnings-Related  Pension  Scheme. 


Statim  Finance,  part  of  AAH  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  say  they  have  a  new  cost-effective 
pension  scheme  for  pharmacy  customers 
called  Statim  Reflex  (see  Business  News, 
last  week).  Designed  in  conjunction  with  the 
Scottish  Equitable,  the  scheme  is  aimed  at 
pharmacists  who  do  not  have  a  personal 
pension  scheme  or  for  those  whose  present 
scheme  perhaps  is  inadequate. 

Statim  say  recent  legislation  has  confirmed 
that  the  current  Government  intends  to  shift 
the  emphasis  from  the  State  to  the  individual 
when  it  comes  to  pension  planning.  '  'As  a  self 
employed  person,  the  pharmacist  is  in  the 
fortunate  position  of  being  able  to  set  up  a 
pension  plan  now,  which  in  certain  respects, 
offers  better  potential  benefits  than  those 
arrangements  which  will  be  available  to 
everyone  from  July. 

'  'A  personal  pension  plan  is  the  most  tax 
efficient  means  of  saving  for  retirement 
available  today,"  the  company  says. 

Statim  say  their  Reflex  scheme  is  designed 
to  allow  complete  flexibility  of  contribution 
payment.  Otherwise  regular  contributions 


may  be  made  on  a  monthly  or  annual  basis. 

Retirement  benefits  can  be  drawn  in 
stages  to  suit  requirements,  and  benefits  can 
be  linked  to  one  or  more  of  14  unit-linked  funds 
plus  a  With-Profits-Fund,  Statim  say.  "Reflex 
is  aimed  at  the  self-employed  pharmacist,  but 
is  also  available  to  non-pensionable 
employees.  We  are  very  willing  to  arrange 
staff  schemes  for  interested  pharmacists." 

As  an  incentive  to  interested  parties, 
Statim  are  offering  an  enhanced  investment  of 
25  per  cent  of  the  first  year's  contribution 
added  to  the  fund.  A  freephone  (Freephone 
Statim  Reflex)  has  been  set  up  to  answer  any 
queries.  Statim  Finance  Ltd,  Galen  House,  1 
Oakley  Road,  Shirley,  Southampton  S09  7 AS. 


PEARL 


Pearl  Assurance  pic  say  they  will  be  launching 
their  new  pension  products  in  May  ready  for 
the  Government's  new  style  personal 
pensions  in  July.  Meantime  they  are  offering 
the  two  personal  pension  plans. 

The  first  is  a  with-profits  policy,  in  which 
a  basic  guaranteed  sum,  available  at  the 
pension  age,  is  increased  by  declared 
bonuses.  And  the  second  is  a  unit  linked 
policy,  in  which  the  benefits  are  linked  to  the 
performance  of  an  investment  fund. 

Pearl  stress  that  these  plans  offer  higher 
tax-free  lump  sum  benefits  and  say  investors' 
contributions  will  qualify  for  tax  relief  at  the 
highest  rate  they  pay.  Contributions  are 
invested  in  a  tax  free  pension  fund  and  part  can 
be  taken  as  a  tax-free  lump  sum. 

Additional  life  cover  comes  with  the 

continued  on  page  330 


Our  finance  package  simply 

has  fewer  strings 


•  No  early 
repayment 
penalty 


•  No  restriction  on 
the  resale  of  your 
pharmacy 


If  you  want  to  buy  a  new  pharmacy 
or  extend  your  present  one  Statim  can 
provide  you  with  a  loan  package  that's 
free  from  so  many  of  the  strings  you'll 
find  with  other  schemes. 

Statim  can  also  help  you  with  your 
general  shop  insurance  and  we  have  a 
pension  scheme  specially  negotiated  for 
our  pharmacist  customers  and  their 
staff. 


•  Competitive 
interest  rates 

•  Chemistshield 
shop  insurance 
FREEPHONE 

"Statim 

Chemistshield  for 
information 


•  Pension 
scheme 
FREEPHONE  „ 
Statim  Reflex  for 
information 


STATIM 

FINANCE  LTD 


LOANS  TO  PHARMACISTS 


All  in  all  it's  a  package  that 
gives  you  the  freedom  to 
shape  your  future  the 
way  you  want. 


Details  of  all  schemes  available  from: 
STATIM  FINANCE  LIMITED 
GALEN  HOUSE,  1  OAKLEY  ROAD, 
SHIRLEY,  SOUTHAMPTON  S09  7 AS 
or  via  your  local  AAH  Group  Wholesaler, 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  20  FEBRUARY  1988 


329 


premiums  qualifying  for  full  tax  relief.  More 
details  on  Freephone  Pearl  or  from  Pearl 
Assurance  pic,  High  Holborn,  London. 


Pension  schemes  should  be  flexible,  say 
Equitable  Life,  to  allow  for  the  times  a  person 
may  be  self-employed,  an  executive  of  a  large 
company,  or  a  shareholding  executive  director 
of  a  small  company. 

The  Equitable  Life  solution  to  job  change 
and  pension  status  is  to  use  essentially  the 
same  contract  for  all  types  of  pension  plan  — 
a  contract  where  each  contribution  secures  its 
own  slice  of  benefits.  Equitable  Life 
Assurance,  Walton  Street,  Aylesbury,  Bucks 
HP21  7QW. 

GUARDIAN  ROYAL  EXCHANGE 

Guardian  Royal  Exchange  (GRE),  rather  than 
re-vamping  their  existing  contracts,  have 
launched  a  new  range  of  pension  contracts 
specifically  designed,  they  say,  to  meet  the 
new  changes  in  legislation  —  Choices. 

Within  the  range  there  is  a  Choices  Self- 
Employed  Account  and  the  Choices  Personal 
Account  is  for  employees  who  do  not  have  a 
company  pension  scheme:  this  can  also  be 
used  to  contract  out  of  SERPS. 

Other  Choice  accounts  satisfy  other 
employment  situations,  say  GRE.  "More 
importantly,  however,  when  there  is  a  change 
in  employment  status  the  benefits  can  easily 
be  switched  to  another  Choice,  as 
appropriate,  with  the  minimum  of  fuss  and 
with  no  loss  of  benefits." 

The  minimum  contribution  is  £20  per 
month  or  £240  per  annum.  Single 
contributions  of  £1,000,  or  more,  can  be  paid 
at  any  time  (£250  if  in  addition  to  regular 
contributions).  And  there  is  a  choice  of  12 
investment  funds,  one  with  profits. 

Built-in  life  cover,  waiver  of  contribution, 
index-linking,  loans  and  pension  mortgage 
facilities  are  among  the  features  available  in 
the  Choices  package,  say  Guardian  Royal 
Exchange,  68  King  William  Street,  London. 


SUN  LIFE 


Sun  Life  Assurance  is  offering  a  "special 
incentive"  to  increase  benefits  under  its 
Flexible  Pension  Plan,  mainly  for  the  self- 
employed,  pending  the  replacement  of  annuity 
schemes  with  personal  pension. 


PENSIOf 


The  company  will  make  a  2  per  cent 
addition  to  the  standard  regular  premium 
allocation  rate  where  the  term  of  contract  to 
selected  retirement  date  is  15  years  or  more, 
and  a  1  per  cent  addition  where  the  term  is 
under  15  years.  The  offer  is  open  until  April  5 
and  applies  to  new  regular  premium  contracts 
and  new  premiums  to  existing  contracts. 

Sun  Life  say  their  FPPs  can  accept 
additional  contributions  after  July  1,  to  allow 
for  the  smaller  amount  of  tax  free  cash  on 
retirement  allowed  by  the  new  personal 
pensions.  Also,  they  say  they  guarantee  to 
switch  a  new  FPP  to  a  personal  pension  after 
July  1  on  attractive  terms. 

And  the  way  head  for  pension  seeking 
employees?  Says  Brian  Symonds,  Sun  Life's 
pensions  development  manager:  "We  have 
consistently  maintained  that  employees  can 
best  benefit  from  the  new  pensions  scene 
through  employer-sponsored  occupation 
schemes  to  which  both  employer  and 
employee  make  contributions".  Sun  Life 
Assurance  Society  pic,  107  Cheapside, 
London  EC2V6DU. 


Commercial  Union's  message  for  would-be 
pensioners  is:  "Start  your  Prime  Personal 
Pension  Plan  before  July  1,  and  we  guarantee 
you  the  right  to  convert  to  a  new  style  plan  at 
any  time." 

The  company  say  pharmacists  can  keep 
their  options  open.  "Pension  plans  taken  out 
now  let  you  take  up  to  30  per  cent  or  more  of 
the  total  retirement  fund  as  a  tax-free  cash 
sum.  Those  taken  out  after  July  1  limit  the  tax- 
free  cash  to  an  absolute  maximum  of  25  per 
cent  of  the  retirement  fund." 

For  plans  started  before  July  1  the  earliest 
time  to  take  a  pension  is  normally  the  60th 
birthday .  ' ' Plans  started  on  or  after  that  date 
let  you  take  it  any  time  after  your  50th 
birthday,"  say  Commercial  Union. 

The  company  will  also  run  personal 
pension  plans  for  employees  who  wish  to  opt 
out  of  SERPS.  The  company  say  it  will  launch 
a  new  personal  pensions  product  in  time  for 
July.  More  information  from  Commercial 
Union,  CU  House,  Croydon. 


LEGAL  &  GENERAL 

Legal  &  General  have  a  package  of  schemes 
to  match  the  personal  pension  opportunity  for 
employees,  the  self-employed  and  groups. 


THINKING  ABOUT  SHOPI  THING? 

*  For  a  superb-looking  shop  plus 
increased  t.o.  and  profits. 

PLEASE  RING  US 
01-805  8240 
01-804  8898 
*  N.P.A. 


MODISPLAY  SHOPFITTING  LTD 

I  LOCKFIELD  WE,  ENFIELD,  YIIDDX  EN37LI . 


They  urge  the  self-employed  to  sign  up  for 
one  of  the  old-style  schemes  so  that  "...  you 
may  secure  the  right  to  benefit  from  the  best 
features  of  the  existing  and  the  replacement 
legislation." 

A  switch  from  the  old  to  the  new  is 
guaranteed  with  L&G's  main  benefits  said  to 
be:  flexible  retirement  age;  flexible 
contributions;  optional  life  assurance; 
mortgage  repayment  option;  loan  option,  and 
"portability"  between  self-employment  and 
employment  if  you  do  not  join  a  company 
scheme .  Legal  &  General  Assurance  Ltd,  1 1 
Queen  Victoria  Street,  London  EC5N  4TP. 


Up  to  nine  million  people  could  benefit  from 
changing  pensions  legislation,  according  to 
Prudential,  who  started  launching  their  new 
generation  of  pension  products  last  June  —  a 
personal  pension  (C&D  June  13,  pll90), 
executive  pension  plan,  and  a  group  money 
purchase  scheme  were  first  off  the  stocks. 

Of  the  13  million  people  employed,  but 
without  a  company  pension  scheme  (either 
self  employed  or  covered  by  the  State 
scheme),  the  company  says  only  one  in  three 
have  made  any  sort  of  private  arrangement. 
But  it  emphasises  that  it  is  not  out  to  unsettle 
the  11  million  employees  already  in 
occupational  schemes.  "Unless  they  expect 
to  move  jobs  frequently  these  people  will 
usually  be  best  advised  to  stay  as  they  are." 

The  Prudential  says  employers  currently 
running  final  salary  schemes  will  need  to  take 
action  to:- 

1)  Remove  from  contracts  of  employment  any 
compulsory  requirement  for  employees  to 
belong  to  company  schemes 

2)  Preserve  the  benefits  of  early  leavers  with 
two  or  more  years'  pensionable  service 

3)  Provide  for  payment  of  voluntary 
contributions  (AVCs)  as  well  as  considering: 
new  financial  terms  for  contracting  out  of 
SERPS;  whether  to  admit  or  re-admit  to  the 
company  scheme,  at  a  later  date,  any 
employee  who  now  opts  for  a  personal 
pension,  and  whether  to  contribute  to  that 
employee's  personal  pension. 

Arid  they  say  those  employers  with  money 
purchase  schemes  will  also  need  to  review  the 
contribution  basis  of  such  schemes  to  ensure 
that  they  are  adequate  and  appropriate  if  they 
are  to  be  used  for  contracting  out,  as  will  be 
permissible  from  next  April. 

The  new  range  was  carefully  dovetailed, 
the  Prudential  say,  to  meet  the  needs  of: 
employees  not  in  company  pension  schemes 
[Younger  employees  (men  under  45  and 
women  under  35)  who  stand  to  benefit  by 
contracting  out  of  SERPS  from  July.  Older 
employees  who  may  wish  to  top-up  state 
pension  benefits.];  self-employed  people; 
company  directors,  and  employers  wishing  to 
provide  a  pension  scheme  for  their 
employees. 

All  the  new  products  offer  the  option  of 
lump  sum  death  benefits  and  complement  the 
Prudential's  full  range  of  pensions  services  for 
larger  companies,  they  say. 

The  Executive  Pension  plan  works  on  a 
similar  with-profits  cash-accumulation  basis  to 
the  Personal  Pension,  with  a  variety  of 
automatic  contribution  increases.  Loan  back 
and  other  loan  facilities  are  available  to 
companies  and  their  employees. 

They  also  have  a  personal  pension  package 
on  offer  to  employers  running  small  firms. 
Prudential  Assurance  Company,  142  Holborn 
Bars,  London  EC1N2NU. 
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SHARE  DEAL 


We  had  reserved  this  space  to 
draw  attention  to  Unichem's  treatment 

of  its  members. 


In  the  event 
the  many  published  letters  from 
disillusioned  Unichem  shareholders 
have  eloquently  made  our  case! 


We  advise  pharmacists  to  await 
next  week's  announcement. 


Issued  by:      AAH  PHARMACEUTICALS  LIMITED 

WEST  LANE,  RUNCORN,  CHESHIRE 
On  behalf  of:    AAH  GROUP  WHOLESALERS 


.    '     From  the  20th 
February   to  the 
31st  March  1988  the 
H.N.  Norton  Diamond 
Game  will  feature  a  very 
special  offer. 

The  table  of  products  opposite 
will  qualify  fortwice  the  value  of 
diamond  vouchers  on  every 
order  placed.  Remember  with 
your  game  cards  now  filling  up 
twice  as  fast  you'll  be  doubling 
your  chances  of  winning  that 
fabulous  top  prize  diamond 
and  RITZ  night  out. 

NORTON  X 

A  COMPANY  COMMITTED  TO  YOU 


Baclofen  Tablets  10  mg 


100 


Co-Codamol  Tablets 


500 


Co-Dydramol  Tablets 


500 


Diclofenac  Tablets  25  mg 


100 


Diclofenac  Tablets  50  mg 


100 


Dihydrocodeine  Tablets  30  mg  500 


Diltiazem  Tablets  60  mg 


100 


Methyldopa  Tablets  250  mg 


1000 


Methyldopa  Tablets  500  mg 


500 


Metoprolol  Tablets  50  mg 


100 


Metoprolol  Tablets  100  mg 


100 


Naproxen  Tablets  250  mg 


250 


Naproxen  Tablets  500  mg 


100 


Piroxicam  Capsules  10  mg 


60 


Piroxicam  Capsules  20  mg 


30 


Prochlorperazine  Tablets  5  mg  1000 


Procyclidine  Tablets  5  mg 


100 


Procyclidine  Tablets  5  mg 


500 


Salbutamol  Tablets  2  mg 


500 


Salbutamol  Tablets  4  mg 


500 


Salbutamol  Inhaler  lOOmc/dose  200/dose 


Sucralfate  Tablets  1  gram 


100 


RING  OUR  HOTLINE  NOW  -  FREEPHONE  NORTON  -  OR 
CONTACT  YOUR  WHOLESALER  IMMEDIATELY  TO  CHECK  ON  OUR 
EXCELLENT  PRICES  AND  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER. 


H.N.  NORTON  &  COMPANY  LIMITED 

Patman  House,  George  Lane,  South  Woodford,  London 

E18  2LS  Telephone:  01-530  7166 


OFFER  SUBJECT  TO  AVAILABILITY  AND  WHILE  STOCKS  LAST. 

OFFER  APPLIES  TO  SILVER  AND  BRONZE  GAME  VOUCHERS  ALSO 

H  N  NORTON  RESERVE  THE  RIGHT  TO  ALTER  OR  AMEND  PRICES  ACCORDINGLY 


TOPICS  II  TREAT  ME 


Drug-induced 
gum  disease 

The  gums  are  seldom  considered  a  target  for 
adverse  reactions  but  awareness  is  increasing 
that  drugs  can  affect  periodontal  tissues, 
either  by  influencing  the  inflammatory  and 
immunological  processes  that  modify  the 
effects  of  bacterial  plaque  or  by  inducing 
changes  in  gum  growth. 

The  best  known  example  of  this  effect  is 
gingival  hyperplasia  associated  with 
phenytoin,  which  according  to  some  estimates 
occurs  in  up  to  50  percent  of  people  given  the 
drug.  Gum  growth  usually  develops  within  the 
first  3  months  of  treatment  and  is  most  rapid 
during  the  first  year,  and  phenytoin  probably 
induces  these  changes  by  modifying  the 
activity  of  fibroblasts  within  the  gum.  There  is 
some  evidence  to  show  that  hyperplasia  is 
more  common  among  patients  with  high 
serum  concentrations.  In  addition,  small 
changes  in  immune  function  and  the 
interference  with  the  utilisation  of  folic  acid 
that  accompany  treatment  with  phenytoin  may 
predispose  the  gums  to  inflammation. 

Other  drugs  which  have  recently  been 
associated  with  gum  hyperplasia  include  the 
immunosuppressant  cyclosporin,  nifedipine 
and,  rarely,  oral  contraceptives. 

Drugs  are  an  uncommon  cause  of  gum 
disease  but  their  possible  contribution  is  worth 
considering  when  patients  ask  for  advice  about 
oral  health  problems. 


Underdosin 
with 


paraceta 


The  principle  that  parents  should  treat  their 
children  for  minor  symptoms  without  referral 
to  pharmacists  or  doctors  each  time  is 
accepted  on  the  basis  that,  usually,  little  harm 
is  done  and  many  symptoms  are  self-limiting. 

Evidence  that  in  some  cases  such 
treatment  may  be  inadequate  has  recently 
been  found  in  a  survey  of  parents  attending  a 
clinic  in  the  United  States.  Ninety-two  per 
cent  of  the  parents  of  96  children  reported  that 
they  used  paracetamol  to  treat  febrile 
episodes,  half  using  an  elixir  and  half  preferring 
tablets.  Most  got  information  about  dosage 
from  their  doctor  —  although  they  did  not 
routinely  call  him  before  giving  the  drug  - 
whereas  a  third  used  the  dose  listed  on  the 


drug  container.  However,  68  per  cent  of  these 
parents  were  found  to  have  been  giving 
inadequate  doses:  two-thirds  gave  less  than 
the  recommended  10-15mg/kg  per  dose  while 
half  of  these  gave  less  than  6  mg/kg,  and  small 
or  young  children  tended  to  be  given  very  low 
or  very  high  doses. 

These  findings  underline  the  importance  of 
a  pharmacist's  advice  —  which  was  noticeably 
absent  in  this  group  of  parents  —  in  ensuring 
that  drugs  are  used  effectively.  A  degree  of 
caution  is  essential  in  treating  young  children 
but  care  must  be  taken  that  fear  or  ignorance 
do  not  lead  to  ineffectual  underdosing. 


Acyclovir 

Acyclovir  inhibits  the  replication  of  herpes 
simplex  virus  and  has  proved  very  effective  in 
reducing  the  severity  and  duration  of 
symptoms  of  cold  sores  and  genital  herpes.  It 
is  also  effective  against  herpes  zoster 
(shingles)  although  this  herpes  virus  is  less 
sensitive  and  high  doses  are  required. 
Because  acyclovir  has  a  low  toxicity,  its  value 
in  treating  other  viral  infections  has  been 
explored  but  the  results  have  not  been 
encouraging. 

Recently,  however,  acyclovir  has  proved 
effective  against  infection  by  cytomegalovirus 
in  the  specialised  area  of  bone  marrow 
transplantation.  Patients  who  have  undergone 
marrow  transplants  are  immunosuppressed 
and  are  therefore  susceptible  to  infection  by 
common  pathogens  which  ordinarily  would 
cause  only  mild  symptoms  but  which  in  these 
patients  can  prove  fatal.  Cytomegalovirus 
causes  pneumonia,  myalgia  and 
gastrointestinal  ulceration  but  patients  treated 
prophylactically  with  high  doses  of  acyclovir  — 
approximately  800mg  eight-hourly 
intravenously  —  developed  a  lower  incidence 
and  severity  of  infection  and  survival  was 
improved  significantly  compared  with 
untreated  controls.  This  was  achieved 
apparently  without  any  important  adverse 
effects. 


The  importance  of  this  work  in  an  age  of 
increasingly  successful  transplant  surgery  lies 
not  only  in  the  control  of  a  frequently  lethal 
viral  infection  in  a  vulnerable  group  of  patients 
but  also  in  the  finding  that  acyclovir,  once 
believed  to  be  specific  for  herpes  virus, 
possesses  clinically  significant  activity  against 
other  viruses.  Analogues  can  now  be 
developed  which  offer  enhanced  activity  for 
the  treatment  of  other  viral  infections. 


Antibiotics  for 
children 

High  fever  in  a  young  child  is  one  of  the 
commonest  causes  of  concern  for  parents  and 
doctors  alike,  who  often  find  it  difficult  to 
identify  the  cause  of  the  symptoms  and  treat 
appropriately.  Although  many  cases  are  due  to 
self-limiting  viral  infections,  up  to  15  per  cent 
are  caused  by  bacteria,  including  infections  of 
the  gastrointestinal,  respiratory  and  urinary 
tracts  and,  more  rarely,  meningitis.  It  is 
therefore  common  practice  to  prescribe  a  non- 
toxic broad  spectrum  antibiotic,  such  as  a 
penicillin,  for  all  children  who  present  with 
vague  symptoms  associated  with  fever  which 
cannot  be  accurately  diagnosed.  However, 
research  from  the  United  States  has  recently 
shown  that  this  has  little  effect  on  the  outcome 
of  the  case  and  throws  into  doubt  the 
usefulness  of  such  empirical  prescribing. 

Nearly  one  thousand  children  from  3 
months  to  3  years  old  who  presented  to  a 
hospital  casualty  department  with  fever  were 
recruited  into  a  double  blind  study.  Those  with 
easily  diagnosed  symptoms  which  clearly 
needed  treatment,  such  as  otitis  media,  had 
been  excluded,  leaving  the  remainder  to  be 
divided  randomly  into  a  control  group  given 
placebo  and  a  group  treated  with  125-250mg 
of  amoxycillin  three  times  daily.  When  blood 
samples  were  cultured,  pathogens  were 
isolated  in  only  2  7  children  —  3  per  cent  of  the 
total  —  of  whom  three  become  seriously  ill. 
There  was  no  difference  between  the  placebo 
and  treated  groups  in  the  incidence  of  major 
infection  (persistent  bacteraemia  or  cellulitis) 
although  the  children  given  amoxycillin  had 
greater  reductions  in  fever  and  their 
symptoms  tended  to  improve  more.  The 
average  compliance  rate  was  only  70  per  cent. 

These  data  show  that  the  routine  use  of 
amoxycillin  conferred  little  benefit  in  children 
with  fever,  most  of  whom  did  not  have 
bacterial  infection,  and  did  not  prevent  the 
development  of  more  serious  illness  when 
infection  was  present.  Antibiotics  provide  no 
substitute,  it  is  concluded,  for  careful 
observation  for  serious  symptoms  and,  given 
the  risks  of  development  of  bacterial 
resistance,  this  evidence  justifies  further 
consideration  of  the  treatment  of  febnle 
children. 
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TOPICS  IN  TREATMENT 


"....subtle  but  important 
CNS  effects  are  caused  by 
drugs  usually  considered  to 
be  free  of  depressant 
actions" 


Psychotropic 
effects 

The  recent  emphasis  on  quality  of  life  as  an 
important  measure  of  success,  in  treating 
hypertension  has  focused  attention  on  the 
effects  of  antihypertensive  drugs  on  mood. 

A  recent  study  compared  the  psychotropic 
effects  of  enalapril,  propranolol  and  atenolol 
with  placebo  in  a  small  group  of  healthy 
volunteers,  both  after  a  single  dose  and  after 
treatment  for  a  week.  Propranolol,  at  a  dose 
of  160mg  daily,  made  the  subjects  feel  drowsy 
and  significantly  impaired  their  performance  in 
psychomotor  and  memory  tests,  whereas 
atenolol  and  enalapril  only  exerted  small 
effects  on  memory.  Subjects  felt  calmer  and 
more  contented  when  taking  enalapril, 
although  headaches  were  more  common  than 
with  the  beta-blockers. 

The  central  effects  of  propranolol  may 
therefore  be  a  significant  drawback  to 
successful  treatment  compared  with  the  lack 
of  effects  of  atenolol  —  which  distributes 
poorly  into  the  CNS  —  and  the  positive  effects 
of  enalapril  which,  like  captopril,  seems  to 
improve  mood. 

Another  group  of  drugs  which  adversely 
affect  motor  coordination,  but  which  have 
received  scant  attention,  are  the 
anticonvulsants.  In  laboratory  studies  on 
healthy  volunteers,  a  single  lOmg/kg  dose  of 
carbamazepine  impaired  performance  in  tests 
which  demanded  coordination  of  hand  and  eye. 
These  effects  were  apparent  up  to  18  hours 
after  the  dose  and  the  subjects  complained  of 
sedation  for  up  to  16  hours.  There  was, 
however,  no  correlation  between  impaired 
performance  and  blood  levels  of 
carbamazepine  or  its  active  metabolite. 

In  a  similar  study,  the  repeated 
administration  of  sodium  valproate  had  no 
effect  on  performance  in  psychomotor 
function  tests  but  the  blood  levels  of 
carbamazepine's  active  metabolite  were 
increased  by  more  than  50  per  cent  when  the 
two  anticonvulsants  were  given  together. 
Adverse  effects,  including  ataxia,  dry  mouth 
and  nausea,  were  more  severe  when  the 
drugs  were  combined  and  carbamazepine 
again  diminished  hand-eye  coordination. 

These  experiments  in  healthy  volunteers 
show  that  subtle  but  important  CNS  effects 
are  caused  by  drugs  usually  considered  to  be 
free  of  depressant  actions.  How  significant 
these  effects  are  during  chronic  treatment, 
when  patients  may  adapt  accordingly,  is 
uncertain  but  worthy  of  investigation. 

Buspirone 
advantages 

The  introduction  of  the  barbiturates  in  the 
early  1900s  was  a  major  advance  on  the 
alternatives  then  available  and  ultimately  50 
different  drugs  were  marketed. 

The  development  of  dependence,  their 
toxicity  in  overdose  and  the  growth  of  abuse  of 
the  barbiturates  led  to  their  decline  when,  in 
the  late  1950s,  the  first  benzodiazepines  were 


introduced.  Again,  this  group  of  drugs  was 
perceived  as  a  step  forward  in  safety  but  their 
widespread  use  was  followed  in  the  1970s  with 
the  realisation  that  they,  too,  caused 
dependence  and  had  become  drugs  of  abuse. 

A  new  anxiolytic  has  now  been  marketed 
which  is  chemically  unrelated  to  other 
psychotropic  drugs  and  which  does  not  share 
the  mechanism  of  action  of  the 
benzodiazepines  or  the  barbiturates.  It  is 
claimed  to  have  a  low  potential  for  abuse  and 
dependence  and  a  more  favourable  spectrum 
of  adverse  effects  than  that  of  diazepam  and 
related  drugs.  These  properties  would  confer 
an  advantage  for  a  new  anxiolytic  over 
established  but  increasingly  discredited  drugs 
—  does  buspirone  live  up  to  these  claims? 

Buspirone  has  half-life  of  2-11  hours, 
compared  with  up  to  120  hours  for  diazepam 
and  its  active  metabolite,  and  blood  levels  do 
not  accumulate  during  repeated 
administration,  even  in  the  elderly.  In  clinical 
trials,  buspirone  has  consistently  proved  to  be 
as  effective  as  diazepam,  lorazepam  and  other 
benzodiazepines.  Although  its  effects  may 
take  two  weeks  to  become  apparent, 
symptoms  improve  in  60-75  per  cent  of 
patients  after  four  weeks  of  treatment.  Some 
patients  who  have  previously  been  treated 
with  benzodiazepines  have  been  found  to  be 
less  responsive  to  buspirone  but  further  work 
is  needed  to  explain  why  this  is  so. 

Buspirone  offers  real  advantages  over 
diazepam  and  other  benzodiazepines  in  the 
nature  of  its  adverse  effects.  Although  these 
occur  in  about  40  per  cent  of  patients  with  both 
drugs,  buspirone  causes  significantly  less 
drowsiness,  fatigue,  depression  and 
incoordination.  By  contrast,  the  new  agent  is 
associated  with  a  higher  incidence  of  nausea, 
lightheadedness,  and  dizziness  but  some 
workers  have  commented  that  these 
symptoms  are  less  likely  to  interfere  with 
treatment  than  the  sedation  associated  with 
the  benzodiazepines. 

In  addition,  while  diazepam  impairs 
performance  in  tests  of  psychomotor  function 
and  exacerbates  alcohol-induced  sedation, 
therapeutic  doses  (less  than  20mg)  of 
buspirone  have  no  important  effects.  It  would 
therefore  be  the  preferred  drug  for  people 
who  needed  to  drive  or  use  machinery.  There 
is  some  evidence  to  show  that  buspirone 's 
potential  for  abuse  and  dependence  is  limited 
although  this  will  only  be  confirmed  after  wider 
use  in  the  community. 

Early  clinical  experience  with  buspirone 
has  therefore  confirmed  that  its  promise  may 
be  fulfilled,  providing  the  limitations  of  its  use 
to  date  are  borne  in  mind.  Its  efficacy  after 
treatment  for  more  than  four  weeks  is 
unknown  —  buspirone  is  licensed  only  for 
short-term  treatment  —  and  the  conditions 
under  which  clinical  trials  have  been  conducted 
are  far  removed  from  those  in  the  community. 
Buspirone  does  not  prevent  benzodiazepine 
withdrawal  and  cannot  be  directly  substituted 
for  diazepam,  the  dose  of  which  must  be 
reduced  gradually.  Furthermore,  buspirone 
possesses  no  hypnotic  activity  and  patients 
may  believe  that  their  quality  of  sleep  has 
diminished  if  they  are  used  to  the  sedating 
effects  of  a  benzodiazepine.  Finally,  buspirone 
is  much  more  expensive  than  diazepam:  a 
month's  treatment  costs  about  £30  compared 
with  only  11  pence  for  generic  diazepam  —  a 
300-fold  difference. 

Buspirone  must  therefore  be  used 
selectively.  It  offers  important  advantages  for 
some  patients  but  its  widespread  use  would 
clearly  escalate  prescribing  costs 
unacceptably. 
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Q 


UESTIONS 


1.  Can  you  identify  a  possible 
cause  for  the  nasal  congestion? 

2.  What  methods  are  available  to 
clear  nasal  congestion? 

3.  What  compounds  are 
commonly         used  as 


decongestants? 


4.  How  do  decongestants  work? 

5.  Would  you  recommend  an  oral 
decongestant  preparation? 

6.  What  of  blocked  nose  in  a  child? 


A 


NSWERS 


1 .  Nasal  sprays  and  drops  should 
be  used  for  a  few  days  only. 
Prolonged  use  may  lead  to 
rebound  rhinitis.  Generally 
speaking  ephedrine  is  less  likely  to 
cause  rebound  nasal  congestion 
than  the  more  potent 
decongestants  such  as 
xylometazoline  (eg  Otrivine)  and 
oxymetazoline  (eg  Vicks  Sinex 
spray) .  A  blocked  and  stuffy  nose 
can  be  a  symptom  of  head  cold, 
catarrh,  sinusitis  or  allergy  (eg  hay 
fever)  or  of  bacterial  infection. 
Lack  of  fresh  air  does  not  help. 

2.  There  are  several  approaches. 
Inhalations,  ointments  or  capsules 
containing  volatile  oils  arc  placed 
in  a  pint  of  hot  (not  boiling)  water 
and  the  vapour  inhaled. 
Preparations  can  be  applied 
directly  onto  the  chest,  throat  and 
back,  onto  a  tissue  or 
handkerchief  followed  by  deep 
inhalation  or  onto  nightwear  or  a 
pillow  (useful  for  children). 
Pastilles  and  lozenges  release 
vapours  when  sucked.  Smelling 
salts  are  also  available.  Wright's 
vapouriser  is  useful  for  catarrh  and 
blocked  head  colds. 

Nasal  sprays  or  drops  are 
convenient  as  are  inhalers  for 
insertion  into  the  nose.  Ephedrine 
nose  drops  are  available  in  1  per 
cent  (adult)  and  0.5  per  cent 
(children)  strengths.  Nose  drops 
and  nasal  sprays  should  be  instilled 
several  times  daily  with  the  head 
held  back  (or  preferably,  lying 
down  if  a  child) . 

3.  In  oral  cold  remedies 
decongestants  are  usually 
sympathomimetics,  eg 
phenylephrine,  phenyl- 
propanolamine, ephedrine  or 
pseudoephedrine  often  combined 
with  an  anti- 
histamine/anticholinergic based 
on  pheniramine.  The  latter 
preparations  are  of  value 
particularly  in  hay  fever  or  allergic 
rhinitis  but  can  be  less  effective  in 


relieving  non-allergic  nasal 
congestion. 

These  medicines  often  also 
include  paracetamol  for  pains  or 
fever,  dextromethorphan  or  an 
expectorant  for  a  cough.  Some  are 
unsuitable  for  children  under  two 
years  old.  Oral  antihistamines  can 
be  used  for  blocked  nose  of 
allergic  origin. 

Nasal  sprays  and  drops 
frequently  contain  a 
sympathomimetic  which  gives 
quick  relief  of  runny  nose  and  nasal 
congestion  in  hay  fever  and  head 
cold.  Sodium  cromoglycate  in 
spray  or  drops  or  capsules  for 
insufflation  can  successfully 
prevent  allergic  rhinitis. 

4.  Blood  vessels  of  the  nasal 
mucosa  receive  nervous  input 
from  sympathetic  and 
parasympathetic  fibres. 
Sympathomimetic  agents  and 
anticholinergics  relieve  stuffiness 
by  stimulating  alpha- 
adrenoceptors  and  blocking 
cholinergic  effects  respectively,  to 
cause  vasoconstriction,  a 
widening  of  airways  and 
suppression  of  mucus  production. 

5.  Sympathomimetics  contained  in 
many  oral  decongestants  may,  in 
a  hypertensive  patient,  raise  blood 
pressure  by  an  action  on  alpha- 
adrenoceptors  and  mitigate  the 
effects  of  antihypertensives  such 
as  methyldopa.  In  this  case  it  may 
not  be  wise  to  combine  the  two. 
Nasal  sprays  or  drops,  especially 
ephedrine,  are  less  likely  to  be  a 
problem  but  the  spray  could  be  a 
cause  of  the  nasal  congestion 
described  by  the  man.  Ephedrine, 
phenylephrine  and 
phenylpropanolamine  may  have  a 
stimulant  effect  on  beta-receptors 
(in  the  heart)  and  are  contra- 
indicated  or  to  be  used  with 
caution  in  heart  disease  or  in 
patients  taking  beta-blockers. 
Sympathetic  amines  also  interact 
with  drugs  which  promote 
transmitter  function  (eg  tricyclic 
antidepressants,  MAOI's, 
appetite  stimulants). 

6.  Stuffy  nose  in  an  infant  may 
require  nothing  at  all  or  a  simple 
decongestant  such  as  ephedrine 
or  xylometazoline  nose  drops  to 
clear  mucus.  Many  young  children 
experience  catarrh  with  runny 
nose  or  cough  year  after  year. 
This  is  often  a  feature  of  the 
allergic  state  of  the  child. 
Paracetamol  and  occasional  use  of 
drops  or  an  oral  decongestant  can 
be  used.  Dimotane  Plus  paediatric 
elixir  and  Junior  Mu-cron  are  oral 
decongestants  for  children  with 
paracetamol  for  temperature, 
aches,  and  pains  and  something 
for  any  cough.  Nasal  catarrh  with 
coughing  from  mucus  dripping 
down  the  throat  can  be  dealt  with 
by  cough  preparation  containing 
an  antihistamine.  Rubbing 
Snufflebabe  onto  the  chest  or 
application  of  a  medicated  vapour 
onto  nightclothes  can  help. 


i  patient  ii  Sans  4  f  s 
presents  a  script  for 
methyldopa  and  digoxin. 
He  asks  for  something  for 
"catarrh"  and  mentions  he 
regularly  uses  a  spray  for 
his  nose  which,  it  appears, 
is  frequently  blocked. 


INFORMATION  •  FOR  ■  PHARMACISTS 


You  probably  don't  think  you  need  help  either 

for  yourself  or  your  assistant,  but  do  you 
recognise  any  of  these  symptoms? 
Are  you  depressed  by  mundane  clerical  tasks? 
Frustrated  by  how  long  they  take  in  a  busy  shop?  Is  there 
never  enough  time  to  do  everything  properly? 

You  may  be  happy  to  find  that  there  is  someone  who 
wants  to  help,  who  is  only  a  telephone  call  away  (phone 
now  on  0928  717070  Ext  302). 

Someone  who'll  be  glad  to  introduce  you  to  simple 
equipment,  to  take  the  work  out  of  stock  ordering,  to 
simplify  label  production  and  keep  you  up  to  date  with 
pharmacy  trends.  With  just  a  small  amount  of  instruction 
you'll  be  able  to  handle  all  these  things  quickly  and 
efficiently  leaving  you  able  to  attend  to  your  customers  and 
giving  you  the  time  to  look  after  your  pharmacy. 

PHONE  LINK-LINE  ON  0928  717070  Ext  302 
NOW  FOR  SOMEONE  WHO  REALLY  CAN  HELP. 


* 


LINK 

PHARMACY 
S  Y  STEMS 

Available  from  your  local 
AAH  GROUP  WHOLESALER 
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MORGAN'S 

Hair  Styling  Mousse 
and  Gel 

A  versatile  aid  for  todays  hair  styles. 
Morgan's  Styling  Mousse,  with 
conditioner,  gives  lasting  hold. 
175ml  aerosol  cans 
Morgan's  Styling  Gel  is  formulated  to 
condition,  and  ease  styling  without 
stickiness. 
250ml  bottles  with  pumps. 


MORE  PRODI  C  IS  OK  DISTINCTION 
Morgan's  Pomade  SO.  100  and  2<M(j»ni  jars  and  75)"m  tubes 

Morgan's  Hair  Colour  Restorer  125ml  bottles 
Morgan's  Hair  Darkening  Cream  120ml  jars.  lOOgm  tubes 
Morgan's  Hair  Cream  with  Conditioner  125ml  jars 
Morgan's  Petroleum  Jelly  2(Hlml  jars 
Morgan's  Hand  Cream  75ml  tubes 
Morgan's  Moisturising  Cream  75ml  tubes 


MORGAN'S  POMADE  C  O  LTD 
C  olewood  Road  Industrial  Estate 
Swalecliffe,  Whitstable,  Kent 
Tel:  0227  792761 


^  I. 


<mz> 


THE  COUNTER-PRESCRIBING 
OF  HERBAL  REMEDIES 


A  SYMPOSIUM  SPONSORED  BY 
SEVEN  SEAS  HEALTH  CARE 

A  Symposium  to  be  held  at  THE  SCHOOL  OF  PHARMACY, 
BRUNSWICK  SQUARE,  LONDON  on  Wednesday,  23rd  March,  1988 
at  2.30  p.m.  to  discuss  the  latest  scientific  and  clinical  research  and  the 
effects  of  traditional  herbs  and  plants. 

In  the  chair:  Prof.  J.  David  Phillipson,  Department  of 
Pharmacognosy,  The  School  of  Pharmacy,  London  University. 

Speakers  include: 

Mr  Roy  Smith  —  D.H.S.S.  Medicines  Division 

Dr.  Eberwein  —  Vice-President  —  Scientific  Affairs  of  German 

Proprietary  Association 
Mr  Hein  Zeylstra  —  School  of  Herbal  Medicine 
Dr.  Stephen  Fulder  —  speaking  on  Garlic  and  Ginseng 

Pharmacists  and  other  health  professionals  who  would  like  to 
attend  this  meeting  can  apply  for  FREE  tickets.  This  invitation  includes 
a  light  buffet. 

Please  complete  the  coupon  below.  NO  STAMP  REQUIRED 


1  should  like  to  attend  the  Symposium  on  23rd  March 

(BLOCK  CAPITALS  PLEASE) 

NAME: 


PHARMACY: 


ADDRESS: 


Tel: 


L_ 
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SEND  TO  — 

SEVEN  SEAS  HEALTH  CARE,  FREEPOST,  c/o  13  D'Abernon  Drive,  Stoke  D'Abemon, 
COBHAM,  Surrey  KT11  3BR.  Tel:  0932  63270 


The  only 
vitamins  used 
in  the  famous 
school  trial 

AS  SEEN  ON  T.V, 


Tandem  I.Q. 

(Ideal  Quota)  ^ 

Vitamins  for  Schoolchildren 

with  over  30  vitamins  and  minerals 

From  your  wholesaler 

or  direct  from 
Larkhall  Laboratories. 
Tel:  01-870  0971. 


BREAK  THE  CHAINS 


'  THAT  BIND  YOU. . 


L 


As  a  Professional,  when  it  comes  to  aches  and  pains  you  'll 
atu  ays  have  the  cure.  When  it  comes  to  financing  your  business 
you  can  turn  to  SLEATH  for  their  remedy  -  without  chaining 

you  to  any  one  wholesaler. 
With  50  years  ' experience  SLEATH  can  help  you  buy  a  new 
business  without  you  having  to  mortgage  your  home. 
We  offer  Business  Loans  up  to  25  years  at  only  V/2%  over  hank 
base  rate. 

If  you  are  interested  in  this  or  the  following  services  contact  SLEATH 

*  100%  House  Purchase  *  Partnership  Assurance  *  Permanent 
Health  Scheme  *  Investment  Plans 
*  Life  &  General  Insurance. 

J.  W.  SLEATH  &  Co  Ltd, 
58  Theobalds  Road.  London 
WC1X8SG. 
Tel:  01-242  4375 


J 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  20  FEBRUARY  1988 


I 


Alan  Nathan 
replies  on 
supervision 

Dear  Xrayser  —  I  read  your 
column  last  week  on  the  problem 
of  relaxing  supervision  with  great 
interest  and  sympathy;  your 
views  sum  up  those  of  many 
conscientious  pharmacists  I  have 
spoken  to  over  the  past  18 
months.  They  feel  that  although 
the  present  restrictions  make  it 
difficult  for  them  to  provide  the 
kind  of  professional  service  they 
would  like,  on  balance  they  would 
prefer  the  system  to  be  retained 
rather  than  risk  the  dangers  that 
any  relaxation  would  bring. 

I,  like  you,  started  out  by 
thinking  that  any  easing  of  the 
present  arrangements  would  be 
tantamount  to  professional 
suicide.  I,  like  you,  have  agonised 
hard  and  long  over  the  issue, 
especially  because  in  my  position 
as  a  Council  member  I  have  a 
share  in  the  responsibility  for 
decisions  which  can  crucially  affect 
the  livelihoods  of  thousands  of 
pharmacists.  But,  unlike  you,  I 
have  the  benefit  of  a  great  deal  of 
information  which  is  not  available 
to  the  ordinary  pharmacist.  I  have 
sat  through,  and  participated  in, 
many  hours  of  debate  during  more 
than  a  dozen  special  meetings  of 
Council,  devoted  almost 
exclusively  to  the  questions  of 
supervision  and  personal  control 
which  arise  out  of  the  Nuffield 
Inquiry  recommendations.  I  hope, 
then,  that  you  won't  mind  if  I  put 
forward  a  few  points  that  I  think 
pharmacists  should  take  into 
account  before  they  fill  in  your 
questionnaire  (last  week  p256). 

"Neither  accurate  or 
fair" 

First  of  all  let  me  say  that  I  think 
the  way  you  have  stated  the 
options  is  neither  accurate  nor 
fair.  The  choice  being  considered 
by  the  Council  is  not  between  "no 
change"  and  "total  relaxation", 
but  between  no  change  and  some 
re-interpretation  of  the  current 
situation.  Nobody  could  possibly 
disagree  that  "total  relaxation" 
would  be  "total  disaster' '  for  the 
profession,  and  would  lead  to  its 
demise  in  a  very  short  time .  Even 
if  you  meant  by  "total  relaxation' ' 
that  each  pharmacist  should  have 
complete  professional  discretion 
on  how  to  interpret  supervision, 
this  would  still  be  going  infinitely 
further  than  what  Council 
proposes.  I  think  you  have 
deliberately  chosen  your  alterna- 
tives so  that  nobody  in  their  right 
mind  could  vote  "For". 

Let  us  next  consider  why  the 


current  situation  has  arisen. 
Council  did  not  decide  out  of  the 
blue  that  some  thought  had  to  be 
given  to  possible  changes;  the 
need  to  decide  was  thrust  upon  it 
by  the  Nuffield  Inquiry  report. 

Nobody  seems  to  know  for 
sure  why  there  was  a  Nuffield 
Inquiry  or,  if  they  do,  they  are  not 
telling.  But  I  have  a  theory  that  it 
was  because  it  was  being 
rumoured  in  pharmaceutical 
political  circles  that  the 
Government  was  beginning  to 
think  that  in  a  technological  age  of 
OPD  and  computer-labelling, 
community  pharmacists  might  be 
expendable.  In  its  Green,  and 
later  White,  Papers  on  the 
primary  healthcare  services,  the 
Government  let  drop  some  heavy 
hints  that  it  expected  much  more 
delegation  of  dispensing  to 
technicians,  in  order  to  free 
pharmacists'  time  for  other  roles. 

"Future  not  behind  the 
dispensing  bench" 

The  Nuffield  team  concluded  that 
there  was  a  future  for  the 
community  pharmacist,  but  not 
behind  his  dispensing  bench.  It 
suggested  that  he  could  cost- 
effectively  fill  other  health  care 
roles,  but  that  some  relaxation  of 
the  present  legal  controls  which 
shackled  him  to  his  shop  was 
necessary. 

The  way  the  Council  has 
responded  has  to  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  all  this.  Its  proposals, 
together  with  the  Nuffield  report, 
might  be  considered  to  be  an 
exercise  in  damage-limitation, 
pre-empting  more  severe 
measures  that  might  be  imposed 
by  the  Government.  Perhaps  we 
have  really  no  options. 

Let  us  look  a  little  more  closely 
at  the  Council's  proposals  on  the 
supervision  of  dispensing  and 
control  of  sales  of  P-medicines. 
Anybody  who  has  read  the 
Council's  response  to  the  Nuffield 
report  would  be  in  no  doubt  that 
the  conditions  set  out  are  far  more 
stringent  than  at  present.  There 
can't  be  more  than  a  handful  of 
pharmacies  in  the  country  who 
could  comply  immediately  with  all 
the  requirements  for  dispensing  a 
repeat  prescription,  or  even  a 
packet  of  lint,  in  the  absence  of  a 
pharmacist.  It  would  be  five,  or 
even  ten  years  before  most 
pharmacies  and  GPs'  surgeries 
have  the  necessary  technology, 
and  before  there  are  sufficient 
certificated  dispensing  technicians 
for  even  these  very  minor 
relaxations  in  control  to  be 
permitted.  Equally  tight 
restrictions  are  proposed  for  the 
sale  of  P  medicines  —  and 
remember,  the  pharmacist  will 
still  have  to  be  on  the  premises. 

Even  if  the  Council  decides  to 
implement  its  proposals  —  and  its 
final  decision  has  not  yet  been 
announced  —  legislative  changes 


will  be  necessary.  Assuming  the 
Government  agrees,  the  process 
will  still  take  some  years,  and  in 
the  meantime  we  shall  all  carry  on 
exactly  as  at  present.  Even  if  all 
the  necessary  changes  come 
about,  any  pharmacist  will  be  able, 
indefinitely,  to  continue  just  as  he 
does  now.  This  means  that  you 
will  be  able  to  retain  the  excellent 
and  sensible  system  you  describe. 
(Although  allowing  scripts  to  be 
handed  out  in  your  absence, 
whatever  the  safeguards,  is  illegal 
at  present.  But  don't  worry  — 
your  secret  is  safe  with  me!) 

So,  Xrayser,  I  hope  your 
readers  will  consider  the 
arguments  I  have  set  out  before 
they  put  their  cross  on  your  poll 
form.  The  Council  has  gone 
through  much  head-scratching 
and  heart-searching  before 
coming  up  with  its  suggestions.  It 
considers  that  what  it  has 
proposed  is  not  pefect,  but  the 
best  solution  possible  given  all  the 
circumstances,  and  is  in  the  best 
long-term  interests  of  the 
profession  as  a  whole,  and  the 
community  branch  in  particular. 
Perhaps  I  could  persuade  you  to 
add  an  extra  option  to  your 
questionnaire  —  "In  favour  of  the 
Council's  proposals." 

Alan  Nathan,  London  N21 


We're  not  saying  there's  anything  wrong  with 

the  assistant  you  have  at  present.  Far  from  it, 
we're  sure  she's  absolutely  indispensable, 
considering  the  amount  of  work  she  does.  But  have 
you  noticed  how  a  lot  of  this  is  simple  mundane  clerical 
work  which  takes  up  valuable  time.  Time  that  could  be 
better  spent  helping  you. 
That's  why  you  need  a  new  assistant  in  the  form  of  Link! 
Link  Systems  can  take  the  work  ouf  of  stock  ordering, 
simplify  the  production  of  labels  and  provide  up  to  the 
minute  pharmacy  news.  With  just  a  small  amount  of 
instruction  you'll  be  able  to  handle  all  these  tasks  quickly 
and  efficiently,  leaving  you  able  to  attend  to  your  customers 
and  giving  you  the  time  to  look  after  your  pharmacy. 


PHONE  LINK-LINE  ON  0928  717070  Ext  302 
NOW  FOR  SOMEONE  WHO  REALLY  CAN  HELP. 


LINK 

PHARMACY 
S  Y  STEMS 

,  I  ,  Available  from  your  local 

AAH  GROUP  WHOLESALER 
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C&D  INTERVIEW 


Retail  pharmacists  who 
continue  to  think  of  Macarthy 
pic  primarily  as  a 
pharmaceutical  wholesaler 
will  soon  be  wide  of  the 
mark.  Acquisitions  for  the 
year  reflect  their  catholic 
spread  of  business  interests 
which  are  now  split  into  four 
divisions:  retail,  health  food, 
medical  products  and  whole- 
sale services.  And  if  the 
purchase  of  Drummond  and 
its  114  pharmacies  and  two 
Scottish  pharmaceutical 
wholesalers  was  the  1987 
jewel  in  the  crown  at 
£42. 6m,  then  the  health  food 
arm  formed  by  buying 
wholesalers  Cornwells  and 
Nature's  Stores,  as  well  as 
retailers  Lifecycle  for  just  a 
£1,  has  added  the  yeast  to 
the  leaven. 

However,  pharmaceuti- 
cal wholesaling  was  further 
strengthened  by  the 
purchase  of  Ridleys,  the 
closing  down  of  six  depots 
and  the  modernisation  of  four 
more.  Mr  Ward's  plans  for 
1988  include  the  setting  up  of 
veterinary  satellite  whole- 
salers within  at  least  five  of 
the  13  pharmaceutical 
branches,  while  his  long  term 
aim  is  to  achieve  national 
coverage  in  pharmaceuticals 
—  the  extreme  South- West 
of  England  and  the 
Southampton  area  are 
possible  targets. 

If  pharmacists  believe 
they  have  a  healthcare 
opportunity,  then  so  does  Mr 
Ward,  who  plans  to  sieze  the 
same  one  for  Macarthy. 
"Macarthy  is  a  healthcare 
business.  We  have  interests 
in  manufacturing,  whole- 
saling, retailing  and  an 
agency  —  each  must  be 
strong  in  its  own  right  and  horizontally  and 
vertically  integrated."  He  said  the  company 
had  achieved  this  in  healthfood, 
pharmaceutical,  surgical  and  veterinary 
products,  with  the  exception  of  veterinary 
retail. 

Says  Mr  Ward:  "The  present  debate 
about  the  future  of  the  NHS,  with  the  conflict 
between  almost  infinite  demand  and  the  finite 
amount  the  Government  can  spend,  is  going 
to  open  up  all  sorts  of  new  opportunities  in 
healthcare  retailing,  distribution  and 
manufacturing."  However,  Mr  Ward's  own 
penchant  is  for  retailing,  "a  market  lead 
business  where  you  can  identify  the  needs  of 
the  customer  and  respond. ' ' 

Macarthy  will  purchase  pharmacy  chains 
as  they  become  available  to  "significantly 
expand"  their  retail  interests,  Mr  Ward  says, 
with  the  emphasis  on  community  pharmacies 
rather  than  High  Street  chemist  stores .  '  'The 
community  pharmacy  is  the  most  efficient  way 
of  delivering  a  caring  pharmacy  health 
service."  Stocking  traditional  merchandise 
rather  than  variety  store  goods,  leaves  the 
pharmacist  free  to  concentrate  on  care,  he 
suggests. 

And  Macarthy  plan  to  streamline  their 
retail  pharmacy  operation  under  the  Savory  & 
Moore  banner  to  simplify  the  retailing  so  as  to 


Macs  to  be  'best  of 
British'  in  health? 


Just  two  years  into  his  chairmanship  of 
Macarthy  pic  Nicholas  Ward  aims  to 
make  the  multi-faceted  company  "a 
major  force  in  British  health  care". 
Chemist  &  Druggist  checks  on 
progress  and  finds  Mr  Ward  in  an 
expansive  and  expansionist  mood. 

free  the  pharmacist  for  pharmacy:  there  are  no 
plans  for  non-pharmacist  managers. 

The  company  is  to  evolve  a  new  corporate 
style  for  Savory  &  Moore  —  counselling 
points  are  under  consideration  and  the  first 
new  fascia  could  be  in  place  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  Pharmacy  flagship  John  Bell  &  Croyden 
is  to  get  a  facelift  and  will  expand  to  re-occupy 
all  of  its  former  corner  site  in  Wigmore  Street, 
but  it  will  retrain  its  own  identity  in  a  new 
"department  store"  role. 

Mr  Ward  says  Macarthy  take  great  care 
that  there  is  no  conflict  between  their  retail 
pharmacy  and  wholesale  interests.  "There  is 
no  cross-over  of  third  party  information,  and 
no  price  advantage  to  Savory  &  Moore  shops 
from  our  wholesalers.  There  is  competition 
for  other  chemists,  but  that  would  come  from 


Lloyds,  say,  if  it  were  not 
from  us.  He  says  Savory  & 
Moore  managers  demand 
better  service  of  Macarthy 
than  other  pharmacists  but 
buy  rather  less  because  of 
the  larger  element  of  direct 
purchase  possible  centrally. 

February  has  seen  the 
opening  of  the  first  new 
image  Lifecycle  health  food 
store  in  Bromsgrove  with 
uncharacteristic  trumpeting 
to  the  Press.  Despite  the 
advent  of  the  supermarket, 
Mr  Ward  sees  a  niche  for  the 
specialist  healthfood  retailer 
with  their  benefits  of  service, 
product  selection,  product 
knowledge  and  shopping 
environment. 

Mr  Ward  is  watching  and 
waiting  before  acting  on 
either  Unichem's  planned 
1990  flotation  or  AAH's 
February  25  response.  He 
welcomes  the  opportunity  to 
compete  on  equal  corporate 
terms  with  Unichem  while 
recommending  that 
pharmacists  delay  their 
decision  on  joining  the  now 
Friendly  Society  until  nearer 
the  1990  deadline,  when  he 
says  it  will  become  clearer 
whether  there  will  be  any 
profit  made  on  the  disposal  of 
shares.  And  he  points  out 
that  Unichem's  "new  boys" 
are  likely  to  make  a  short 
term  capital  gain  at  the 
expense  of  older  members. 

Meantime,  Mr  Ward 
says  he  is  happy  that 
Macarthy  branches  now 
match  their  competition  on 
service  and  price.  He  says 
they  withstood  the  Unichem 
and  AAH  "onslaught"  just 
after  his  arrival.  "Some 
pharmacies  are  now  coming 
the  other  way . ' '  And  he  expects  more  to  do  so 
when  AAH  "Vestricise"  their  wholesale 
operation  and  Unichem  "float". 

Like  his  wholesalers,  Mr  Ward  prefers  to 
be  judged  by  his  last  delivery.  Rather  than 
pontificate  in  the  pharmaceutical  Press  he  first 
courted  the  City  hacks  with  fulsome 
explanations  of  his  corporate  thinking.  His 
reward  was  a  favourable  uptake  of  the  rights 
issue  that  was  the  basis  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Drummond  Pharmacy  Group.  The  perfect  and 
logical  fit  for  Macarthy,  DPG  was  a  "dream 
purchase"  and  worth  the  price  at  the  time,  he 
says,  although  the  subsequent  Stock  Market 
crash  now  might  make  it  appear  over 
expensive. 

"My  aim  is  to  build  a  balanced  business  and 
to  increase  its  size  and  earnings,"  Mr  Ward 
says.  "We  will  do  that  through  acquisition  and 
further  improvements  in  efficiency  and 
service.  The  old  Macarthy  is  being 
transformed  to  become  a  major  force  in  British 
healthcare." 

"By  1990  I  expect  Macarthy  will  have 
grown  significantly . ' ' 

Does  this  signal  that  Mr  Ward  has  put  on 
his  pharmaceutical  Press  boxing  gloves,  as  it 
were? Who  knows?  But  Mr  Ward  seems 
confident  of  the  foundations  laid  in  his  two-year 
tenure  at  Macarthy  and  has  now  found  words 
to  match  his  deeds. 
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MAC  ART  1 1Y  PLC 


English  National  Opera  presents 
"  v 

Mozart's         *  »  # 

"•  *  ■   THE     *  *  * 

MAGIC  FLUTE 


A  Royal  Gala  Performance 

in  aid  of 

The  National  Hospital 
for  Nervous  Diseases 
Development  Foundation 
attended  by 

Her  Royal  Highness 
The  Princess  of  Wales 

Thursday  12th  May,  1988  at  7.00pm 
London  Coliseum 
Sponsored  by 


MACARTm  PIC 

In  celebration  of  its 
TWO  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY 


A  priority  application  form  for  tickets  to  the  Royal  Gala 
Performance  can  be  obtained  from  the  National  Hospital 
for  Nervous  Diseases  Development  Foundation,  Queen 
Square,  London  WC1N  3BG  (telephone  01-829  8724). 

A  copy  of  the  Macarthy  PLC  annual  report  for  1987,  the 
two  hundredth  anniversary  year  of  the  company,  can  be 
obtained  by  writing  to  The  Company  Secretary, 
Macarthy  PLC,  Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close, 
Romford,  Essex  RM1  4JX. 
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SMESSNEWS 


Scott  stream 
business 

Scott  Ltd  are  reorganising  into 
"business  streams":  toilet 
tissues,  facial  tissues  and  towels. 

Each  stream  will  be 
responsible  for  the  complete 
supply  chain  for  its  own  product 
range,  from  manufacturing  to 
distribution. 

Managing  director  Clemens 
Andes  says:  "Everyone  will  be 
working  together  to  produce  and 
deliver  what  the  customer 
wants." 

During  their  first  year  Scott 
says  safes  have  increased  by  10.6 
per  cent  to  give  them  a  36.8  per 
cent  share  of  the  market.  It  is  now 
a  wholly  owned  part  of  Scott's 
worldwide  operations.  Over  the 
next  three  years  the  company  is 
investing  £144m  on  new  paper 
machines,  converting  facilities  and 
other  equipment. 

In  Britain  £5. 75m  is  being 
spent  on  paper  machines  at  the 
Northfleet  Mill  in  Kent  to  support 
the  growth  of  Andrex. 


VAT  notices 

HM  Customs  and  Excise  have 
issued  these  VAT  publications. 

Annual  accounting  A  new 
notice  732  has  been  issued  to 
explain  how  the  annual  accounting 
scheme  works,  and  incorporates 
a  tear-off  application  form  (Form 
VAT  600) .  Traders  cannot  use  the 
scheme  before  July  1  but  they  can 
return  completed  applications  to 
their  local  VAT  offices  for 
approval  before  that  date. 

Young  children's  clothing 
and  footwear  An  amendment  to 
notice  714  has  been  made .  It  sets 
out  guidance  on  unisex  footwear 
and  accessories. 

Refunds  of  VAT  in  the 
European  Community  and 
other  countries.  A  revised  version 
of  Notice  723  updates  the  refund 
arrangements  available  to 
community  traders.  It  has  also 
been  expanded  to  incorporate 
details  of  a  new  scheme  from 
January  for  refunding  VAT 
incurred  by  business  persons 
from  non-EEC  countries.  Copies 
from  local  VAT  offices. 


Unichem  announce 
record  profits 


Unichem  have  announced  a  24  per 
cent  increase  in  pre-tax  profits  to 
£7. 8m  for  the  year  ending 
December  31, 1987. 

Turnover  for  the  period 
increased  from  £492m  to  £544m 
and  profit  before  tax  allocations  to 
members  (£38. 4m)  stood  at 
£46. 2m. 

The  results  mark  the  16th 
successive  record  year  for  the 
group,  and  chief  executive  Peter 
Dodd  says  the  announcement  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  to 


convert  to  a  public  company 
(C&D,  January  2,  p4)  has 
provoked  a  good  start  to  1988 
with  increased  sales  and  new 
accounts.  He  said  last  year's 
increase  in  profitability  was  as  a 
result  of  investment  in  premises 
and  systems.  In  1987  this  included 
a  £5m  investment  in  Neptune 
Industries,  a  disposable  nappy 
production  facility  which  opened  in 
Rochester  in  October,  and  two 
new  systems,  Prosper  +  and 
Prism  MPI. 


Contacts  at 
Ciba  Vision 

A  new  management  structure  has 
been  set  up  at  Ciba  Vision  UK, 
following  their  takeover  of 
Coopervision's  contact  lens 
solutions  (C&D,  November  7, 

1987,  p958).  The  deal  was 
finalised  on  January  15. 

Robin  Terrell  has  been 
appointed  managing  director  and 
Keith  St  John  Preston,  marketing 
and  safes  director.  From  now  on 
the  Titmus  contact  lens  range  and 
care  products  will  be  available 
from  Ciba  Vision  Titmus,  as 
previously  at  The  Brambles, 
Waterlooville ,  Portsmouth,  tel: 
0705  241111.  Ciba  Vision 
Contactasol  solution  range, 
bought  from  Coopervision,  is 
available  from  Park  West,  Hedge 
End,  Southampton. 

On  the  tee... 

Unichem  are  running  their  Golfer 
of  the  Year  competition  again  in 

1988,  with  the  finals  on 
September  22  at  Hawkstone  Park 
GC  in  Shropshire. 

The  competition  is  open  to  all 
pharmacists,  whether  in  retail, 
hospital  or  industry.  Entrants 
should  send  a  completed  medal 
scorecard  to  Bill  Hart  at 
Unichem's  Chessington  HQ. 


Healthy  cash 
and  carry 

Cash  and  carry  chain  Nurdin  & 
Peacock  are  relaunching  their 
home,  health  and  beauty  section 
and  bidding  for  custom  from 
chemists  and  drugstores. 

Currently  used  mainly  by 
grocery  outlets,  the  company 
says  it  has  improved  the  range  of 
home,  health  and  beauty  items, 
and  extended  promotional  periods 
to  six  weeks.  Each  set  of 
promotional  offers  is  backed  by  a 
free  set  of  POS  material.  The 
company  claims  it  also  carries 
many  products  not  available  from 
chemists  wholesalers. 


Poll  tax 
victims? 

Retailers  are  in  danger  of 
becoming  the  forgotten  victims  of 
the  Government's  intention  to 
bring  in  the  poll  tax,  the  National 
Chamber  of  Trade  has  told 
Secretary  Nicholas  Ridley. 

The  Chamber  has  supplied 
samples  of  rate  increases  of  over 
100  per  cent  which  will  be  the 
result  of  a  combination  of  the  new 
national  non-domestic  rate  and  the 
first  revaluation  of  business 
property  in  17  years. 


Generic 
increase 

Prescriptions  for  drugs  dispensed 
by  community  pharmacists  show 
that  the  percentage  of 
prescriptions  written  and 
dispensed  generically  in  England 
has  risen  from  15  per  cent  in  1976 
to  28  per  cent  in  1986.  Mr  Tony 
Newton,  the  Health  Minister  told 
Ms  Harriet  Harman,  Labour's 
Shadow  Health  Minister  in  the 
Commons  last  week.  Mr  Newton 
said  that  if  all  GPs  were  to 
prescribe  drugs  generically, 
savings  would  be  in  the  region  of 
£35m  in  England. 

Two  Conservative  back 
benchers,  Mr  Charles  Irving  and 
Mr  Robert  McCrindle,  have 
tabled  a  parliamentary  motion 
deploring  the  excessive 
prescribing  of  minor  tranquillisers 
by  Britain's  general  practitioners. 
The  motion  calls  for  a  reduction  in 
line  with  the  recommmendations 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Safety  of 
Medicines  and  suggests  that  the 
money  could  be  used  better  by 
funding  organisations  like  Tranx 
UK,  Britain's  only  tranquilliser 
dependency  support  group. 

The  motion  points  out  that  the 
group  is  made  up  entirely  of  ex- 
users  and  is  currently  facing  an 
acute  staff  shortage  which  is  made 
worse  by  a  minimum  £20,000  cash 
allocation. 

Overseas 
move 

United  Overseas  Group  are 
planning  to  relocate  to  a  9,000  sq 
ft  office  complex  to  be  built  in  their 
£3m  warehouse  in  Fletton.  The 
development  will  add  at  least 
twenty  employees  to  the 
company. 

"Affairs  of  the  heart",  a  new  video 
from  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine,  is  aimed  at  women  who 
are  increasingly  becoming  victims 
of  heart  disease.  Sponsored  by 
Seven  Seas  Health  Care,  the 
video  discusses  means  of 
prevention.  Copies  on  free  hire  to 
pharmacists  from  Northern 
Mailing  Services,  Conservancy 
Buildings,  Kingston-upon-Hull. 
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Half  year 
at  Ransom 

William  Ransom  have  raised  there 
pre-tax  profits  by  £25,000  to 
£256,0000  for  the  half  year  ended 
September  30,  1987.  Turnover 
increased  to  £2. 6m  compared  to 
£2. 5m  for  the  same  period  in 
1986. 

Chairman  Michael  Ransom 
calls  home  demand  encouraging, 
but  says  the  strong  pound  and  the 
economic  problems  of  certain 
countries  have  adversely  affected 
export  markets. 

Earnings  per  share  were 
£1.10  (1986:  £0.99).  The 
directors  have  declared  an 
increase  in  interim  dividend  of 
£0.44  per  share  (1986:  £0.40) 
which  will  be  payable  on  April  7  to 
all  shareholders  on  the  register  at 
the  close  of  busines  on  March  7. 

AMS  expand 

The  AMS  Group  have  announced 
the  formation  of  a  new  company, 
AMS  Shopfitters  Ltd,  to  be  based 
in  Bromsgrove,  Worcester. 

The  company  will  undertake 
main  contract  work  of  all 
descriptions,  including 
shopfronts,  suspended  ceilings, 
flooring  and  electrical  work. 

Mr  David  Burton  has  been 
appointed  director  and  general 
manager.  More  staff  will  be 
recruited  for  skilled  joinery  work 
at  Bromsgrove,  and  installation 
teams  for  work  on  site. 

AMS  Group  chairman  Tony 
Ham  says:  "This  is  a  logical 
progression  for  any  group. 
Following  customer  requests  to 
undertake  further  projects  we  felt 
it  appropriate  to  set  up  a  separate 
specialist  company." 


President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society ,  Bernard  Silverman,  (far  left) 
learns  from  Tim  Astill  how  the  new  PMI  computer  speeds  up  the 
processing  of  insurance  forms  and  claims.  He  was  accompanied  by  the 
Society's  secretary  and  registrar  John  Ferguson  (second  left):  NPA 
chairman  David  Thomas  looks  on 


The  newest  wonder 
at  Woolies 


Woolworth  Holdings  have  made 
their  third  drugstore  purchase 
within  a  year,  buying  Share  Drug 
for  £32m  and  subsequently  taking 
a  12  per  cent  slice  of  the  UK 
toiletry  market. 

It  gives  Share,  who  last  year 
reported  pre-tax  profits  of  £2 .2m 
on  turnover  of  £50. lm,  the 
financial  muscle  they  looked  for 
and  helps  Woolworth  on  the  way 
to  achieving  their  aim  of  being 
leaders  in  drugstores  (see  C&D, 
last  week).  Merging  the  145 
Share  Drug  outlets  with 
Superdrug,  which  Woolworth 
bought  in  March  1987,  will  give 
the  group  over  500  outlets,  once 
High  Street  clashes  and  least 
profitable  outlets  are  discounted. 
And  with  the  70  Superdrugs  they 
plan  to  develop  within 
Woolworths,  they  should  end 
1988  with  about  600  -  well  above 
the  targets  they  outlined  when 
purchasing  Tip  Top  last  month 
(see  C&D,  January  23,  pi 53). 

It  will  also  take  Superdrug  into 
new  areas  in  the  South  of  England 
and  allow  them  additional 
economies  of  scale  in  buying, 
distribution,  operations  and 
marketing,  says  the  group. 

The  £32m  offer  involves  305 
pence  in  cash  per  Share  Drug 
ordinary  share  with  a  loan  note 
alternative;  Woolworth  had 
received  acceptance  for  60.7  per 


cent  of  the  stock  as  C&D  went  to 
Press.  Share's  chairman  Alan 
Prince,  who  is  now  planning  to 
retire  and  will  no  longer  be 
connected  with  the  chain,  said  it 
was  a  major  advantage  for  the 
1,780  staff.  "They  are  joining  a 
group  which  is  growing  rapidly  and 
which  presents  lots  of 
opportunities,"  Mr  Prince  told 
C&D.  "There  will  soon  be  a 
Superdrug  on  every  High 
Street." 

The  deal  makes  Superdrug 
only  second  in  toiletry  retailing  to 
Boots,  who  claim  30  per  cent  of 
the  UK  cosmetic  and  toiletry 
market.  "Superdrug  is  still  only 
half  our  size  —  our  policy  is  to 
carry  on  competing  as  we  have 
been,"  a  Boots  spokesman  told 
C&D. 

"The  fact  that  three 
drugstores  have  been  put  on  the 
market  is  partly  because  of  our 
aggressive  pricing.  And  the 
change  in  our  pricing  policy  — 
which  now  allows  local  pricing  — 
coincided  with  a  change  in 
management  structure  which 
makes  our  retail  managers  very 
close  to  operations." 

Now  Medicare  is  becoming 
the  focus  of  Press  and  City 
attention  in  this  market .  If  Barker 
&  Dobson  win  their  Dee  takeover 
bit  it  will  be  the  next  drugstore 
chain  up  for  sale. 


For  your 
information 

Syndicated  Data  Consultants  Ltd 
(SDC),  the  provider  of  consumer 
information  for  manufacturers  and 
retailers  of  toiletries,  cosmetics 
and  OTC  medicines,  have  been 
bought  by  Nielsen  Marketing 
Research. 

Nielsen,  who  are  a  division  of 
The  Dun  &  Bradstreet 
Corporation,  claim  to  be  the 
largest  marketing  information  firm 
in  the  world.  They  say  the  move 
expands  their  current  product  mix 
and  speeds  up  their  development 
programme.  The  announcement 
coincides  with  the  purchase  of 
IMS  by  Dun  &  Bradstreet  for 
about  $1.77  billion. 

Big  idea  for  a 
small  order 

Manufacturers  of  important  but 
"out  of  the  way"  products  usually 
ordered  in  small  quantities  are  the 
target  market  for  Parvati 
Marketing's  new  scheme. 

They  are  looking  to  set  up  a 
co-operative  of  small 
manufacturers  who  would  pay  an 
annual  fee  (25  per  cent  of  sales)  for 
Paravati  to  store  and  distribute 
these  products  from  one  location. 
They  estimate  30  companies 
would  be  needed  to  make  the 
project  worthwhile,  and  claim  that 
with  their  sales  force  of  nine,  they 
could  offer  national  distribution, 
storing  goods  at  their  soon-to-be- 
opened  30,000  sq  ft  premises. 
Trade  development  director, 
Parvati  Marketing  Ltd,  123 
Eastern  Avenue,  Redbridge, 
Ilford,  Essex  IG4  5AL. 


Open  prescriptions? 
Point  them  this  way. 


Only  B-D  lml  U-100and  0.5ml  V- 100  sterile  interior 
>in^rl»'  use  svringes  leature  the  double  lubricated 

MICRO-FINE  III  ncnllr  lor  the  best 


4 


JJ. 


injection  comtorl  available. 


IbhdI  insulin  syringes 

l±__£J    FOR  MAXIMUM  INJECTION  COMFORT 


Beclon  Dickinson  UK  Limited  Between  Towns  Road 
DICKINSON   Cowley.  CMord  OX4  3LY  Telephone  0865  777722 

B-D  and  Micro-Fine  III  ate  trademarks  ol  Becton  Dickinson  and  Company 
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COMING  EVENTS 


NEWS 


Glaxo  open 
institute 

The  Glaxo  Institute  for  Molecular 
Biology  (Glaxo  1MB)  in  Geneva 
has  been  opened  by  Glaxo  group 
chairman,  Sir  Paul  Girolami. 

The  Institute  has  a  staff  of 
about  100  drawn  from  12  nations 
and  is  being  developed  as  a  centre 
of  excellence  in  genetic 
engineering. 

Currently  under  development 
at  the  Institute  are  two  proteins, 
produced  by  fermentation  of 
micro-organisms,  which  may  be 
valuable  in  treating  certain 
cancers  and  infectious  diseases. 
GM-CSF  (granulocyte  monocyte 
colony  stimulating  factor) 
stimulates  white  cell  formation 
and  helps  the  body  resist 
infections.  Interlekin-2  is  involved 
in  the  growth  and  activity  of 
various  body  cells. 

Suffering 
twice  from 
shop  theft 

The  Government's  provision  for 
on-the-spot  fines  to  be  introduced 
to  shoplifters  in  Scotland  could  be 
very  damaging  to  small 
businesses,  according  to  Lady 
Phillips,  director  of  the 
Association  for  the  Prevention  of 
Theft  in  Shops. 

The  provision  forms  part  of 
the  Criminal  Justice  Bill  for 
Scotland.  It  would  offer  the  thief 
the  option  of  paying  a  fixed  penalty 
(proposed  figure  £25)  and  being 
discharged  from  liability  for  theft 
of  goods  worth  under  £25. 

"But  theft  is  theft, ' '  says  Lady 
Phillips,  who  believes  the 
provision  will  undermine  the 
severity  of  a  crime.  "To  steal 
something  from  Harrods  worth 
£25  is  wrong  but  it  won' t  harm  the 
company  that  much.  Whereas  to 
steal  the  same  value  from  a  small 
chemist  shop  can  really  do  some 
damage. 

"What  always  happens  with 
these  things  is  they  try  it  out  in 
Scotland  and  then  introduce  it 
over  here,"  she  says.  The 
association  is  challenging  the 
House  of  Lords  with  this 
suggestion  and  waiting  for  an 
answer. 


Solarium  move 

As  part  of  an  expansion 
programme  by  Solarium  Services 
(Mfg)  Ltd,  they  have  moved  to  a 
new  factory  at  Unit  El,  Rudford 
Industrial  Estate,  Ford  Road, 
Ford,  Arundel,  West  Sussex. 
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CPP  news 

The  first  meeting  of  a  new  College 
of  Pharmacy  Practice  study  group 
in  Harlow  will  be  held  on  March 
10,  at  7pm,  in  the  study  sitting 
room,  Princess  Alexandria 
Hospital,  Harlow.  Dr  J.  Farwell 
and  Mr  S.  Curtis  will  welcome 
both  College  and  non-College 
members.  Further  information 
from  Mr  Peter  Rowe,  tel:  0279 
26791 ext455. 

A  joint  study  day  with  the 
Psychiatric  Pharmacy  Group  on 
"Mental  health  care  in  the 
community' '  will  be  held  on  March 
13  at  Postgraduate  Medical 
Centre,  Chesterfield  Royal 
Infirmary.  Dr  A.M.  Mayers, 
consultant  in  mentally 
handicapped,  and  Dr  M.  Peet, 
consultant  psychiatrist,  will 
discuss  the  concepts  of 
community  care.  Support  in  the 
community  will  be  the  theme  of 
the  presentations  by  Ms  A. 
Wright,  sister-community  support 
rehabilitation  service,  and  Ms  A. 
Sutherland,  community 
psychiatric  nurse. 

The  fee  is  £10  (£15  for  non- 
College  or  group  members). 
Further  information  from  David 
Branford  (tel:  0533  460460  ext 
2709)  or  Rosemary  Mitchell  (tel: 
01-735  0418). 

Clinical 
pharmacy 
debate 

James  Bannerman,  former 
president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  will  chair  the  "Great 
clinical  pharmacy  debate",  prior 
to  the  UKCPA  annual  meeting,  on 
March  12  at  St  Mary's  Hospital, 
Paddington,  London. 

The  motion  for  debate  will  be: 
"This  house  believes  that  a 
postgraduate  qualification  should 
be  mandatory  for  the  practice  of 
clinical  pharmacy".  It  will  be 
proposed  by  D.  Cousins,  and 
opposed  by  J.  Ashford. 

The  debate  will  become  a 
regular  event  in  the  Association's 
calendar.  Further  details  of  the 
meeting  from  the  secretary,  Mike 
Burden  (tel:  0533  552020). 

On  product 
licensing... 

A  joint  meeting  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's 
industrial  pharmacists  group  and 
the  British  Institute  of  Regulatory 
!  Affairs  is  scheduled  for  April  5  at 


the  Society's  headquarters. 

The  subject  will  be  "Expert 
reports  on  the  chemical  and 
pharmaceutical  documentation  of 
product  licence  applications". 
The  registration  fee  is  £40.  For 
details  and  application  forms, 
which  should  be  returned  by 
March  15,  contact  R.E.  Marshall 
at  the  PSGB  (tel:  01-735  9141). 

BIRA  by 

the  sea 

The  1988  British  Institute  of 
Regulatory  Affairs  annual 
symposium  —  "A  pharmaceutical 
common  market  —  Utopia  or 
reality?"  —  takes  place  July  6-8,  in 
Eastbourne. 

Topics  to  be  covered  include: 
harmonisation  of  pharmaceutical 
regulatory  affairs  in  Europe; 
effects  of  the  CPMP  on  national 
authorities;  advice  on  using  the 
CPMP;  the  CPMP  high-tech 
directive;  product  liability;  and  the 
draft  pricing  directive.  Further 
information  from  Jean  Anderton, 
BIRA,  Drayton  House,  30 
Gordon  Street,  London  WC1H 
0AX  (tel:  01-387  1828). 


Price  is  right? 

Chemist  contractors  are  invited  to 
an  open  evening  at  the  Welsh 
Pricing  Committee,  Caradog 
House,  St  Andrews  Place,  Cardiff 
on  February  24  when  from 
6. 30-8. 30pm  members  of  the 
pricing  staff  will  be  on  hand  to 
explain  the  new  computer 
system.  Details  from  Ian  Philips 
(tel:  0222  462543). 


Tuesday,  February  23 

Barking  &  Havering  Branch 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  the 

Academic  Centre,  Oldchurch  Hospital, 
at  7.30pm.  Forum  discussion  on  "The 
pharmaceutical  needs  of  the  elderly' ' . 
Buffet  provided. 

Hull  Pharmacists  Association, 

the  Postgraduate  Centre,  Hull  Royal 
Infirmary,  Anlaby  Road,  Hull  at 
7.45pm.  "The  medicine  man  of  West 
Africa",  talk  by  Dr  D.  Bailey,  Welsh 
School  of  Pharmacy,  UWIST.  Joint 
meeting  with  Hull  Medical  Society. 

Wdmiesdlat  February  24 

Reading  Branch,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  joint 
meeting  with  Reading  &  District 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  at  the 
Postgraduate  Medical  Centre,  Royal 
Berkshire  Hospital,  Craven  Road, 
Reading  at  7.30pm.  "Any  questions" 
—  panel:  Stephen  Axon,  PSNC  and 
Ashwin  Tanna,  Pharmaceutical 
Society  Council  member. 

Thursday,  hbrnxj  25 

Bradford  and  Halifax  Branch, 
National  Pharmaceutical 


Services  for 
the  elderly 

A  study  day  on  "services  for  the 
elderly"  is  being  held  at  the 
Postgraduate  Medical  Centre, 
Ashton  Road,  Lancaster  on  March 
6,  organised  by  the  NW  Regional 
Health  Authority.  Applications 
need  to  reach  the  course  co- 
ordinator, Mr  R.W.  Harrison, 
Tresanton,  2a  Rydal  Road, 
Lancaster  LAI  2JF,  before 
February  22. 

Phytolia  - 
first  in  France  i 

Phytolia,  billed  as  the  first 
international  professional  trade 
show  of  medicinal,  aromatic  and 
industrial  plants ,  is  to  take  place  at 
Chemille,  near  Angers,  France,  ; 
on  June  1-3. 

The  exhibition  organisers  see 
visitors  to  the  show  as  health 
professionals,  herbalists,  and 
wholesalers. 

Details  of  exhibitors  and 
booking  costs  from  Michele 
Duval,  Cabinet  MDC,  15  Rue 
Sarret  Terrasse,  49100  Angers,  j 
France  (tel:  41  870032). 

"■mi  mtwmmmmammmmmm  | 

G.K.  Greenstreet  Ltd,  the  j 

retail  pharmacy  business  that  N 
formerly  belonged  to  Greenstreet  j 
Photographies,  demerged  last  I 
year.  It  is  no  longer  a  subsidiary  of 
Greenstreet  Photographies,  who  , 
own  Alpine  laboratories,  as  was 
implied  in  last  week's  Business 
News. 


Association,  at  the  Victoria  Hotel, 
Bridge  Street,  Bradford  at  8pm.  Jon 
Merrills,  senior  principal 
pharmaceutical  officer,  DHSS,  talks  on 
the  Department's  side  of  I 
remuneration  negotiations. 

Advance  information 

British  Importers  Confederation  I 

—  Importers  step  up  training  courses: 
April  12, 19  and  26;  July  13, 20  and  27; 
October  13,  20  and  27  at  The  Central 
Club,  16  Great  Russell  Street,  London 
WC 1 .  Cost  £40  (inc  VAT)  per  session 
for  BIC  members  (£60  non-members). 
Full  details:  Hilary  Hard,  BIC  (tel:  1 1 
01-2484444). 

International  symposium,  "Acne 
and  related  disorders' '  at  University  of  j  || 
Wales  College  of  Medicine,  Cardiff, 
March  21-23.  Details  from  Professor 
R.  Marks,  professor  of  dermatology,  I 
University  of  Wales  College  of 
Medicine,  Heath  Park,  Cardiff  CF4 
4XN. 

Festival  of  Hair,  Beauty  & 
Fashion,  at  Winter  Gardens, 
Blackpool,  19-21  March.  Details  from 
North  West  Exhibitions  (tel:  0253 
25252). 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  20  FEBRUARY  1988 

-  J 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Druggist,  Cancellation  deadline  5pm  Monday  prior  to  publication  date . 

Benn  Publications,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9 1RW.  Display/Semi  Display  £16.20  per  single  column  centimetre,  min  30mm 

Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732)  364422 .  Telex  95132 .  Column  width  42mm. 

Ring  Jim  Page  Ext  216  for  further  information  Whole  Page  £1620.00  (250mm  x  180mm)  Half  Page  £810.00 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday  (125mm  x  180mm)  Quarter  Page  £405.00  (125mm  x  88mm) 

Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appropnate  headings  Box  Numbers  £3.00  extra  Available  on  request. 

Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date .  All  rates  subject  to  standard  VAT. 


AGENTS 


AGENTS  REQUIRED 

We  are  a  leading  wholesale  company  dealing  in  Generics  and  Pi's.  Due  to 
sales  restructuring  we  now  require  agents  in  the  following  areas. 


STAFFORDSHIRE 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

WARWICKSHIRE 

SUFFOLK 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

AVON 

SURREY 

SOMERSET 

CORNWALL 

CLWYD 

DYFED 


DERBYSHIRE 
SHROPSHIRE 
NORFOLK 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

WILTSHIRE 

LONDON 

HAMPSHIRE 

DORSET 

GWYNEDD 

GLAMORGAN/GWENT 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

WEST  MIDLANDS 

HEREFORD  &  WORCESTER 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

OXFORDSHIRE 

ESSEX 

BERKSHIRE 

KENT 

DEVON 

WEST/EAST  SUSSEX 
POWYS 


BEDFORDSHIRE 
HIGHLANDS 
STRATHCLYDE/DUM/ 
GALLOWAY 

TYNE  &  WEAR/DURHAM 
LANCASHIRE 
MERSEYSIDE 
CHESHIRE 


BELFAST 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

GRAMPIAN 

LOTHIAN/BORDERS 

CUMBRIA 

WEST  YORKSHIRE 

GREATER  MANCHESTER 

GWENT 


SOUTHERN  IRELAND 
ISLE  OF  MAN 
TAYSIDE/CENTRAL  FIFE 
NORTHUMBERLAND 
CLEVELAND/N.  YORKSHIRE 
HUMBERSIDE 
SOUTH  YORKSHIRE 


We  require  people  who  can  sell  the  following  products:  Parallel  Imports, 
UK  Generics,  branded  French  Perfumes  and  two  famous  lines  in  childrens 
products. 

Top  rates  of  commission  paid. 

TELEPHONE:  0903  213303  FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


AGENTS 


BLOOMSBURY  H 
UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL 

PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

(£6445-£8019  pa  inc) 

Why  not  give  hospital  pharmacy  a  try?  Full  training  given  to 
enthusiastic  qualified  pharmacy  technicians  in  progressive 
teaching  hospital  department. 

You  will  provide  the  dispensing  and  top-up  service  to  a  group  of 
wards  as  a  member  of  our  clinical  team  and  rotational  duties 
include  sterile  and  non-sterile  production  in  upgraded  suites, 
drug  information  and  out-patient  dispensing. 

Regular  fortnightly  seminars  are  held  as  part  of  the  technician 
training. 

The  hospital  is  well  served  by  public  transport  and  has  easy 
access  to  all  the  cultural  and  social  activities  of  central  London. 
There  is  an  active  sports  and  social  club,  help  with 
accommodation  and  interest  free  travel  loans. 

If  this  interests  you  please  telephone  Sandra  Bennett  on  01-380 
9848  to  arrange  an  informal  visit. 

Application  forms  and  job  descriptions  available  from  Personnel 
on  01-387  9300  extension  8103,  please  quote  reference 
CAR  12. 

Closing  date:  7th  March  1988 

WORKING  TOWARDS  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITIES 


PROFESSIONAL 
SALES  AGEN 

ce 

COSMETICS  &  ACCESSORIES 


The  company  has  already  demonstrated  success  as 
a  major  manufacturer  of  cosmetic  brushes  and 
accessories.  We  are  now  about  to  embark  on  an 
exclusive  range  of  cosmetics  and  skin  care 
treatment. 

These  new  products  are  unique,  having  taken  3 
years  to  formulate.  The  company  has  a  very 
experienced  after  sales  back  up  to  maintain 
customer  relations. 

We  are  now  looking  to  increase  our  sale  force  to 
meet  the  demand  of  existing  and  new  products,  and 
would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you,  if  you  are  highly 
motivated  and  enjoy  a  challenge. 


Please  reply  to  : 


COSMETICS  &  ACCESSORIES 
329  ASHLEY  ROAD,  UPPER  PARKSTONE 
POOLE.  DORSET, 
or  telephone:  — 

South  (0202)  740653/473835  -  Paul  V 
North  (0332)  810425  -  John  Smith 


APPOINTMENTS 


CHEMIST 
SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Can  you  meet  the 
challenge 

Scotland         up  to  £13K 


<8$ 


She  outstanding  quality  of  Kodak  products  ensures 
I  that  we  remain  a  firm  favourite  with  the  amateur 
photographer,  and  a  market  leader  in  this  highly  com- 
petitive marketplace. 

We  now  wish  to  appoint  a  Sales  Representative  to 
meet  the  challenge  of  selling  our  extensive  range  of  con- 
sumer products  in  a  Scottish  territory.  Backed  by  our 
sophisticated  marketing  strategies  you  will  be  selling  to 
independent  retail  chemists  on  a  transfer  order  basis. 

It's  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  highly 
motivated  self-starter  to  take  up  the  challenge  of 
transfer  order  selling,  establishing  a  customer  base  and 
developing  it. 

In  return  for  your  expertise  we  can  offer  a  salary 
of  up  to  £1 3,000  together  with  a  company  car  and  an 
attractive  range  of  benefits  which  include  contributory 
pension  plan  and  profit  sharing  scheme. 

Please  telephone  Alison  Prakel  on  0442  61122 
ext.  44014  for  an  application  form,  or  write  with  full 
career  details  to  her  at  Kodak  Limited,  PO  Box  66, 
Station  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts  HP1  1JU 
quoting  ref.  025. 


The  new  vision  of  Kodak 
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AGENTS  WANTED 


STOCK  FOR  SALE 


AGENTS  REQUIRED 

To  sell  well-known  OTC  products  to 
Pharmacies  throughout  the  UK.  High 
earnings  potential. 

Phone:  0274-49761 2  (After  5pm) 


PRESCRIPTION  LABELLING 


John  Richardson 
Computer!  Ltd 


^^^^                                             '"  ',','"'"'"l<  v  Labelling 

JHf  ►  In  Auto-(  Irder  Stoc  k  ( iontrol 

.■J 

mm_ 

m_ 

■B       In  Customei  Service 

In  Systems  Development 

10%  Discount  to  all  NPA  members 

FREEPOST,  Preston  PR5  6BR  Telephone:  (0772)  323763 


Mm  m  delivered  m  14  days 

OR  NO  CHARGE  - 

Phone; 051-708  8800 

Park  Printing, 

41-43  Parliament  Street, 

Liverpool  L8  5RN. 

OFFER APPLIES  TO  U.K.  MAINLAND  ONLY 


OVERSEAS  OPPORTUNITIES 


SUNNY  SOUTH 
TENERIFE 

Deluxe  apartments  and  villas 
for  sale  on  five  star  pebble 
beach  within  Amarillo  Golf 
Complex. 
Up  to  60%  mortgages  available 
on  these  properties  which  are 
appreciating  20%  per  annum  in 
value. 

For  further  details  ring: 
NORTHWAY  TRAVEL 
051-525  9397/8 
Jerrv  Gould  MPS 


LANZAROTE 

TWO  BEDROOM 
HOLIDAY  APARTMENT. 
CENTRAL  PUERTO-DEL- 
CARMEN.  CLOSE  TO 
BEACH  AND  SHOPS. 
AVA1 LABLE  FROM 
EASTER. 

Phone:  MrDERRV 
021-352  0094 


SHOPFITTINGS 


IEXDRUM 

L-STOREFITTERS-J 


0626  •  834077 

COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN.  MANUFACTURE  AND 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY 


M^r.tfifii^iirifii/.irW'iiJJioi-iai-jjjag^'j'Ji-w-'iV'L^/dLgia 


MANY  SPECIAL  OFFERS  THIS  MONTH  INCLUDING: 

ZANTAC  1 50mg  TABS 

6679/0036 

FELDENE  lOmg  CAPS 

6679/0031 

FELDENE  20mg  CAPS 

6679/0034 


SUPER  25  ANTI-SMOKING  FILTERS 
AN  EFFECTIVE  AID  TO  GIVING  UP  SMOKING 

Nicotine  is  the  addictive  constituent  of  tobacco,  super  25  by 

reducing  the  nicotine  and  tar  inhaled  make  each  cigarette 
smoked  less  addictive  giving  a  weaning  off  effect.  Use  Super 
25  cigarette  filters  and  gradually  reduce  the  number  of 
cigarettes  smoked. 

TRADE  £20.00  per  outer  of  36  pieces  -  RRP  99p  each. 

Coin  operated  heart  rate  machines  —  £399  each 
-  install  one  and  see  your  profits  grow. 

Orders  to:  A1  Pharmaceuticals.  1  Gunwhale 
Cross,  Stave  Dock,  Rotherhythe.  London  SE16. 

TEL:  01-582  4844 


SUNGLASSES 

SPECTACULAR 
OFFERS: 

•  Good  Selection 

•  Good  Value 

•  High  Profits 

•  Low  Low 

Prices! 

Phone:  Peter  Grant 
01-346  9714 


FOR  SALE 


A  DREAM  SHOP 
FOR  SALE 

A  High  Class  Perfumery, 
Cosmetics  and  Toiletries 
shop  for  sale  in  West  London. 
Rarely  does  a  shop  of  its  kind 
and  size  come  on  the  market. 
Turnover  in  the  range  of 
£700,000  p. a. 

Offers  in  the  region  of 
£460.000. 

Reply  to:  BOX  C&D  3305 


TRADEMARKS  FOR  SALE 


TRADEMARK  FOR  SALE 

"CALAMOUSSE" 

Registered  UK  Class  3  &  5  for  Calamine  Mousse 
Contact:  David  Bogush,  Strenol  Products  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-455  6311 
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T  PEOPLE 


Learning  at 
a  distance 

Principal  pharmacist  at  Northern 
Ireland's  Department  of  Health, 
Dr  Norman  Morrow,  is  to  travel 
to  North  America  this  Autumn  to 
study  the  practice  and 
development  of  distance  learning, 
having  been  awarded  a  Churchill 
Travelling  Fellowship. 

Dr  Morrow,  who  currently 
heads  continuing  education  for 
pharmacists  in  the  Province  was 
one  of  2,200  applicants  for  the 
award  —  and  the  only  pharmacist 
this  year  to  receive  it. 

The  Winston  Churchill 
Memorial  Trust  will  finance  an 
eight  week  trip  to  the  USA  and 
Canada,  where  among  other 
things  Dr  Morrow  plans  to  visit 
the  School  of  Pharmacy  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  which  is 
thought  to  be  the  number  one 
centre  for  distance  learning,  using 
home  courses,  live  teaching  and 
television  networks. 

"Our  work  in  Northern 
Ireland  deals  chiefly  in  face-to-face 
teaching, ' '  Dr  Morrow  told  C&D. 
"I  am  interested  in  developing 
other  forms  of  learning  for 
community  pharmacists  here." 

Each  year  the  Trust  offers 
awards  in  ten  different  categories; 
this  year  200  people  applied  for 
the  distance  learning  option,  and 
eight  of  them  received  an  award. 


an  Badby 


retires 


After  43  years  with  Parke  Davis 
and  Warner-Lambert,  Alan 
Badby,  MBE,  has  taken  early 
retirement.  Beginning  as  an 
assistant  analyst  in  1944,  his 
career  has  developed  through 
various  appointments  in  the 
quality  assurance  area  and  since 
1975  he  has  been  director  of 
quality  assurance  in  Britain. 

He  has  served  on  the  ABPI 
Pharmaceutical  Technical 
Committee  for  many  years, 
latterly  as  chairman. 


Mr  Patrick  Slevin  (right),  chairman  of  the  West  Tyrone  and 
Fermanagh  Chemists  Association  presented  Dr  I.  U.  Hassam  from 
Omagh  Health  Centre  with  a  cheque  to  help  buy  an  ECG  machine,  at 
the  Association 's  dinner  dance  recently.  Also  at  the  dance  Mr  Slevin 
presented  MrLiam  Magee,  FPS,  with  '  'The  Pharmacist ' '  statue  on 
behalf  of  members  in  recognition  of  Mr  Magee 's  work  for  the 
Association  since  its  formation  in  1963 and  to  mark  his  retirement  from 
business  last  year.  The  dinner  dance  was  revived  after  a  lapse  of  several 
years  and  proved  a  great  success 


DEATHS 


J.  Clifford  Leigh,  on  Friday 
February  12  in  hospital. 
Pharmacist  Jeremy  Clitherow 
writes:  "I  was  saddened  to  learn 
of  the  death  of  Cliff  Leigh.  For 
many  years  this  shy,  quiet 
gentleman  served  his  colleagues 
in  the  profession.  He  was  a 
member  of  Liverpool  LPC  from 
1960  until  1979;  its  secretary  from 
1964  to  1979  and  the  NPA  board 
member  for  the  region  until  1983 . 
I  am  indebted  to  him  for  his 
training  and  blessing  when  at  his 
request  he  retired  from  both  jobs 
and  recommended  me  as  his 
replacement.  I  shall  miss  him. 

Director  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  Tim 
Astill,  writes.  Clifford  Leigh  was  a 
member  of  the  NPU  Executive 
Committee  and  NPA  Board  of 
Management  from  1968  to  1983; 
he  was  chairman  in  the  year 
1974/75.  He  was  rightly  described 
as  a  gentleman,  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  presiding  over 
meetings  and  representing 
community  pharmacy  locally  and 
nationally  with  reserved  dignity 
which  commanded  respect  from 
his  colleagues. 

Beneath  the  tranquil  and 
rather  serious  surface  there 


bubbled  a  keen,  almost 
mischievous,  sense  of  humour  and 
this  belied  his  carefully  deliberate 
approach  to  most  of  life's 
problems. 

At  the  NPA  we  were  all  very 
fond  of  him  and  will  miss  him 
greatly.  Our  love  and  sympathy  to 
Estelle  in  her  sad  loss. 


Sweetie 
success? 

Pharmacist  Paul  Hillman  has 
moved  from  the  work  of 
dispensing  potions  to  serving  up 
sweets  —  but  he  still  hopes  to 
make  his  living  via  chemists. 

Mr  Hillman,  who  qualified  four 
years  ago,  has  set  up  a  company 
called  Van  Louren,  which  imports 
rich  Belgian  chocolates.  "It  was 
when  I  was  working  as  a  locum  I 
felt  there  was  a  niche  for  gift 
chocolates  to  complement 
perfumes,"  says  Mr  Hillman. 

His  company  has  already 
started  selling  through  Paul 
Andrews,  a  pharmacy  chain  in 
Harlow,  Essex.  Mr  Hillman  also 
sells  some  pre-packed  orders  to 
outlets  in  London  and  is 
negotiating  with  Underwoods.  A 
gift  mail  order  service  is  also 
available. 

The  chocolates,  some 
containing  cream  or  liqueurs,  are 
displayed  in  refrigerated  units.  On 
a  concession  basis,  where  Van 
Lauren  provides  the  staff  and 
display,  the  pharmacist  takes  20 
per  cent  of  the  takings  less  VAT. 
But  the  units  can  be  rented  and 
the  chocolates  are  £3.40  a  lib 
trade,  selling  about  £7  a  lib  retail, 
says  Mr  Hillman. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Beecham  Pharmaceuticals: 

Nicholas  Heightman  is  appointed 
marketing  director  of  the 
company's  worldwide  operations, 
with  effect  from  April  1 .  He  will 
head  the  new  marketing  unit  set 
up  last  month  to  provide  input 
during  product  development  (see 
C&D,  January  30,  pl92), 
reporting  to  the  Division's 
managing  director  Paul  Tatman. 
Mr  Heightman  is  currently 
director  and  general  manager  of 
Beecham  Animal  Health. 

Pretty  Polly:  Keith  Bond  is 
appointed  marketing  director  on 
the  main  board,  from  April  1 . 

Nicholas  Laboratories 

Annette  Ross  Guy  has  been 
appointed  product  manager.  She 
joined  from  Peaudouce  where  she 
worked  as  brand  manager.  At 


Nicholas  she  will  be  responsible 
for  the  company's  soluble 
analgesics. 

Lawson  Mardon  Martin 
Powden  Roberts  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Board.  He  is 
currently  a  director  of  Argyll 
Group  pic.  Simon  Swann  has  been 
made  financial  controller  and  Bob 
Wilson  senior  technical  service 
representative.  Ian  Pegg  is  now 
senior  sales  representative  for  the 
South  East. 

Scott  Ltd  Clemens  S.  Andes  Jr 
has  been  appointed  managing 
director  in  place  of  Robert  Rogers 
who  has  retired.  Mr  Andes  had 
been  vice-president  for  one  year 
at  Chester,  Pennsylvania.  Mr 
Andrew  Carr-Locke  has  been 
appointed  financial  director. 

Kent  TN9  1RW. 
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for  more  information,  contact  E. 
the  address  below. 


MULTIVITAMINS 
AND  MINERALS 

HI  E.G.  Marketing  Limited,  Park  Road, 
Overseal,  Burton-on-Trent  DE12  6JT 
Tel:  0283  221616. 


Milupo  lead  everytime. 
Breakfast  time,  dinner  time 

and  tea  time. 


Milupa  are  clear  brand  leaders  in  the  total 
dry  babyfood  market.  Brand  leadership  comes 
from  providing  what  mothers  want. 

Mothers  told  us  they  want  babyfood  by 
mealtimes.  So  Milupa  launched  the  first  ever 
Tea  Time  Savouries  -  of  course  they  were  a 
great  success. 

Now,  by  popular  demand,  we  have 
segmented  our  whole  range  into  Breakfast 
Time,  Dinner  Time,  Tea  Time  and  For  All  Times  to 
make  it  easier  for  your  customers  to  choose. 

And  we  are  advertising  our  "Mealtimes"  in  a 
national  women's  press  campaign  featuring  our 


Little  Experts,  which  shows  our  great  range 
PLUS  a  20p  coupon  off  their  next  purchases. 

To  maximise  your  sales  and  profits  stock  up 
now  and  merchandise  your  shelves  in  Milupa 
Mealtimes. 

Where  Milupa  leads,  the  market  follows. 

milupa 

Milupa  babyfoods.  The  one 
taste  little  experts  agree  on. 
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*m  v  i  Tea-time  savoury  I 


milupa 

Infant  Dri* 
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Tea-time  savoury  t  fftllUpfl 

1  Infant  Dessert 


See  your  representative,  or  ring  Ben  Mullen  on  01-573  9966. 
Milupa  Ltd.,  Milupa  House,  Uxbridge  Road,  Hillingdon,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex  UB10  ONE. 


